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Huckel crowned Mr. WT

Heather Ale*‘06

On April 20" in the CBAC,
Justin Huckel ‘06, Mr. June, was
declared Mr. Washington Township.
Daniel Rozmes ‘06, Mr. January,
won first runner up, and Mark
Natale ‘06, Mr. July, held second
runner up.

“It felt super [knowing that |
had won)]. | learned that I’ m a better
dancer than | thought,” said Huckel.

As always, this year’'s Mr.
Washington Township was an

extravaganza. With everything from §

teenage boys dancing around to the
Backstreet Boys to excessive booty
shaking, Mr. WT had it all.

The show started off with the
boys running down the aisles and
performing an opening dance.

“The first dance was the best
part. Wecameout on stageand couldn’t
hear the musi ¢ becausethe peoplewere
screaming so loud,” remarked David
Zappacosta ‘06, Mr. May.

Following the opening dance,
there were three group dances which
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were choreographed by seniors
ChristinaVasallo, Lauren Kaiser, and
JessDonovan, respectively. After their
performances, the boys went offstage
to change for their next appearance.
In  between the boys
performances, filler acts took the
stage. The actsincluded adancewith
the three senior choreographers, a
performance by the air band “Hot

them was provided as they pranced
across stagein outfits such asascuba
diver, abunny, and cupid.

After the introduction, the
boyswereinterviewed and answered
various entertaining questions. After
theinterrogation, intermission began
and the audience left their seats to
place their ballot in their favorite
candidate’'s homemade ballot box.

=& Although everyone's vote counted,

Robert Czyzewicz ‘06/The Patriot
Justin Huckel aoceptsthecongratulatlonsof theparticipants.

Air”, agroup song and danceto“Hey
Mickey”, a barber shop quartet and
a singing/rapping performance by
Jamie Dunn and Eric Boss.
“We saw the filler acts at
practice; my favorite was the barber
shop quartet,” mentioned Natale.
After the boys came back on
stage, they were introduced month
by month, and a brief description of

this was only half of the voting

- process. Teachersand cafeterialadies

scored the boys in sections such as
personality, dancing, and costumes.

The second act started off with
a choreographed Michael Jackson
dancefrom the boys and aslideshow.
The contestants then invited their
mothers up from the audience and
introduced their escorts.

Although there was only one
clear cut winner, al of the boyswon
with a special treat given by the
cafeteria ladies, “Because they did
such agreat job, all twelvegot afree
lunch the next day,” stated Mrs.
Grace Giandonato, acafeteriaworker.

Rewind reelsin regional Emmy

Robert Czyzewicz’' 06

On May 9, 2006, WTHS's
Monthly Rewind telecommunications
class took a trip to Temple
University to the 2006 National
Student Television Awards for
Excellence, a presentation for the
high school student Emmy awards.

The presentation, hosted by the
Foundation of the National Academy
of Television Arts and Sciences,
awarded high school students for
their achievementsin various fields
of television production, from
writing and development of stories,
to technical achievements, to
culturally significant pieces, among
others.

This year, seniors Marc
Siciliano, Marc Buono, Dan Rozmes,
and Bill Matthias won a student
Emmy in the category of Public

Service Announcements for their
piece entitled “The Phone Call”,
under the direction of teacher Mr.
Martin Bouchard.

The 2 minute long segment
followed the night of a teenager,
played by Buono, as he goes to a
party, much to the chagrin of his
mother. What she did not know is
that the party was one that was
fueled by alcohol. The
announcement culminates with a
drunken Buono staggering out of his
friend's house, getting into his car,
and getting killed in acar accident.

“Usually, when | hear Emmy
awards, | think of celebrities’, said
Buono. “It's really nice to be
recognized for our time and hard
work and hopefully people will
watch the PSA and decide against
drinking and driving.”

The four winners are honored

toreceivetherecognition, especialy
because theroad to the Emmy award
was not so easy. The segment itself
took animmense amount of planning,
writing, and effort to pull it off.

“I had a general idea of the
concept before, because at first, |
was gonna do it as a health project,
but when Mr. Bouchard assigned the
PSA, weall kind of finetuned it and
made it what it was’, said Marc
Siciliano, the producer of the tenth
anniversary season of Monthly
Rewind. Wefilmed the PSA in about
2 days, then after that, we spent
about 7 of the 8 periodsin the studio
editing for at least a solid week. It
took along timeto get it perfect.”

The first contest that the
segment was entered in did not turn
out quite as well. Siciliano
submitted “ The Phone Call” into a
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|nter national fest celebratesdiversity

Justine Jacobs ‘06

Washington Township’s ESL
Program celebrated its diversity at
theannual International Night dinner
on Thursday April 27, 2006.

The evening, which hasbecome
a tradition for ESL students, their
families, and their teachers, was
hosted by ESL teachers Mrs. Nancy
Black, Mrs. Georgeann Figueroa, and
Mrs. Patricia Fitzgerald in the
cafeteriaof BellsElementary School
from 6:15 to 8:00 p.m.

The event showcased the
accomplishments of Township’s
ESL students. Projects by students
fromall gradelevelswereon display
and aninformational table promoted
the high school ESL newsletter
“1”...0n Diversity!.

The entire cafeteria was
decorated with flags made by the
various students, and the high school
ESL classes made t-shirts for the

Cassie Curran ‘06

Washington Township is made
up of two New Jersey cities, Sewell
and Turnersville.

It is a rather daunting task to
bring both of these citiestogether as
one large community, but now,
Washington Township has
seemingly found away.

On May 13, from 10:00 AM to
4:00 PM, theannual Super Saturday

festival washeld at Washington Lake

Park.

The event had something for
everybody to do, and at the same
time, it did not break their budget.

There were games for the
children such asrock climbingwalls
and moon bounces. For the
teenagers and adults, there were
stands selling items such as purses,
jewelry, candles, and much more.

For the girls who had yet to
find the perfect piece of jewelry to
go with their prom dress, Super
Saturday was the perfect place to
find it.

Not only were there great
vendors but there were also many
stands that proudly portrayed the
history of our nation.

Every year, there are veterans
who come and teach about what it

Justine Jacobs 06/ The Patriot

Membersof ESL classes sharemulti-cultural meal in decor ated

cafeteriaon I nter national Night.

occasion.

International Night began with
afew opening remarksfrom Director
of Elementary Education and ESL,
Mrs. Barbara Marciano, and

Super sightsand .

waslikein World War |1 and the other
wars that have shaped our history,
and this year was no different.

In addition, thefood that issold
there came from many different
vendors.

The AFJROTC organization
even barbequed for the event.

While the spectators snacked,
they could witness the minutemen
marching band make their last
appearance for the’ 05- ' 06 season.

Also the middle school concert
bands performed arepertoire. There

continued with a PowerPoint
presentation. The presentation,

entitled “ Then and Now,” featured a

slide on each of the forty-four
students in the ESL program,

sounds

Photo Courtesy of townsh|p nj.us

TheWTHSband marchesthrough Washington L ake Park on
last year’'sSuper Saturday.

were also many organizations such
asthe Nitro cheerleading squad and
karate schools showing off their
skills and hard work.

It is an exciting experience to
see what the future students of this
high school will be like and where
their many and varied talentslie.

The pageantry and spirit at
Super Saturday ‘06 wastruly asight
to behold. Men and women, boys
and girls, and young and old
collectively enjoyed atremedous day
in the sun.

|| community,”

highlighting the students’ country of
origin, interests, and aspirations.
Following the PowerPoint display,
all students received a certificate
signifying an award of excellence.

Once the presentations were
over, guestsenjoyed an International
Culinary Experience featuring
cultural dishes prepared by students
and their families.

The buffet included such
specialty dishes as Korean sushi,
Egyptian flatbread, and Vietnamese
Fried Bananas.

High school ESL teacher Mrs.
Nancy Black felt the night wasahuge
success and that the evening'svalue
spoke for itself.

“It's like the commercials:
priceless,” says Black. “It's just
priceless. You just look at the way
families come together, cross
cultures, and they all love their
children. That's what they have in
common.”

Studentsalso found theevening
tobeabeneficial experience.

“We are happy to participate
in this and enjoy the evening with
our parents and this cultural food,”
says sophomore Yannick Hoffmann.

International Night originatedin
the early 1980s as a luncheon. As
the ESL community grew and the
event became increasingly popular
it was moved to the evening. This
year’s International Night received
about two hundred attendees.

“I think it unifies our
says Marciano of
International Night, “and | think it's
a celebration for our students, their
parents, and their teachers. It shows
how much support and how much

!| care people have for our ESL

students.”

While the event was limited to
the friends and family of ESL
students, the ESL teachers hope to
provide opportunities for other
WTHS students to see this side of
the program and to learn from the
group’s diversity.

“l think that our New Jersey
students learn what it's like to be
outside of New Jersey and outside
of the United States. They learn
what it'sliketolivein other countries
— both the good things and the bad
things,” saysMarciano. “It givesus
a better understanding and with a
better understanding it gives us a
greater sense of harmony.”
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Township artists showcase talent

Melissa Cheng ‘07

District Art Night was abig hit
this year on Thursday, April 6". It
seemed as through the whole, well,
district showed up, including artists
fromall grades.

Katie Louie ‘09 narrowed it
down to afew words describing what
she feels really pulled off this
crowd-drawing night.

“Creativity. | enjoyed watch-
ing the demonstrations. It gives it
more of an artistic atmosphere”,
she said.

All the public schools camethat
day with loads of artwork to be dis-
playedinall forms. There were

hanging mobiles, sketches, paintings, Sudentsdemonstrateartistic abilitiesto Township commuity

sculptures, animation, and much members.
more. According to many, it turned
out to be a big success. A lot more students came out and

“It's a lot more art work and got involved, too”, said Mr. Bob
the quality’s a lot better thisyear. Duca, an art teacher at Washington
Township High school, in
comparing thisyear's Dis-
trict Art Night to previous
ones.

The demonstrators,
were all very glad that
night to see their artwork
and that of their peers on
display throughout the
halls of the WTHS Core
facility.

“I'm really
proud of all the
work  that

Leigh Meinhart poseswith her work.

illustration by Cassy Matos ‘07

.y

art show a few weeks before Dis-
trict Art Night, was highly
enjoying herself in her role as a
demonstrator.

However, this wasn’t her first

time doing so. She admitted to being
anxious her first year of demonstrat-
ing, but is doing better.
“| feel claustrophobic. I'll panic a
little but | realized that I’m gonna
have to get used to it. And this year,
I’'m not used to it and really don’t
mind at all”, she said.

Jay D’Ambrosio was im-
pressed with the evening.

He said, “Looks like a good
turn out. And | think there was so
much more organization and
thought put into this year’s show.
Including the tables set up for
younger kids, thefreefood, and all
everyone’s created. It's a lot of the different forms of art. I'd say
work and their effort really shows. this year was a great success.”

It's exciting and lots of
fun” said Kate Bodman’ 07.

Nate Gutoski '07,
agrees with Bodman stat-
ing, “It'scool that the public
getsto see our program and
how great it really is. They
get to see what we can do
and what we can ac-

complish”.

al photos by Melissa Cheng ‘07/The Patriot

Leigh
Meinhart ‘06
whose work
took first place
at the senior

Surrounded by drawingsNate
Gutoski finalizesa sketch. (below)
Thefinished piece.
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Program p

Laura Marder ‘07

Theyouth of today, the leaders
of tomorrow can be found in the
Youth and Government program.
Youth and Government isaclub that
allows students to run a mock
government. Schoolsthroughout the
state send del egations of studentsto
participate in this program.

They prepare during the year
for a conference in Trenton where
they debate billsin the State House.
Itisan excellent opportunity because
it allows students to get an inside
look at what goes on in our
government and how laws are
created.

Many current government
officialsbegan inthisprogram.

April 6-8, WTHS once again
sent a delegation of students to the
conference. Advisors Ms. Kristin
Harner, Mr. Todd Oberholtzer and

Mr. Dan Seia, accompanied the
group to the state capital.

“I recommend kids join this
club; it gives you a chance to

repsfuture paliticians

understand the government even if
you aren’t going into politics,”
explained Harner.

The WTHS delegation passed

Seniorswin Emmy for PSA

FromEMMY Pagel
Public Service Announcement
contest that was judged by the
Gloucester County  Police
Department. Their segment was put
against around 50 othersfrom various
schools in the South Jersey area.

“The Phone Call” took a |

disappointing 15" place, and the
Rewinders were less than happy
with the results, to say the least.
“We lost to segments that
simply weren’t as good as ours, and
itwasdiscouraging,” Siciliano began.
“When we got 15", | was so let
down. 1 thought we had no shot at
such a big award after failing on
something that we were so sure of;
itwasacompletelossof confidence.”
Matthias echoed his
sentiments, saying, “l knew it was
good, and we put alot of time into
it. It made me think that if we
couldn’t get first place locally, how
could we win the Emmy award for
the entire Mid-Atlantic region? It
was so disappointing to not get
recognized for something that we
knew could impact people”.
Rozmes, on the other hand, felt
differently about their Emmy chances.
“Of the four of us, | was
probably the only one who thought
we had a great shot; | guess| had a

never ending supply of hope’, he
said with asmile. “Even though it
wasn't recognized locally, I'm glad
it wasrecognized on aregional level.
It wasflattering to hear the presenter
of the award say that the PSA was
really powerful stuff”.

Now that it has won the
regional award, the PSA will move
on to compete on a national level

Photo courtesy of Mr. Marty Bouchard
Monthly Rewind members(l tor) Dan Rozmes, Marc Siciliano,
MarcBuono, Bill Matthias, and Mr. Marty Bouchar d accept the
National Sudent Television Award at TempleUniver sity.

in New York on June 9™,

Whether or not the
announcement wins nationally, the
four creatorsfeel fulfilled.

“I'm just glad that we could
win with something that is so
important to us, especially because
it'sabout something that can makea
difference and touch so many
different people’, said Buono.

L Laura Marder ‘07/The Patriot
Youth and gover nment traveled to Trenton to get an insidelook at how the gover nment works.

many of their bills and saw several
delegateselected officersfor the 2007
conference. Juniors Tori Gilbert,
Jerry Cedrone and Michelle Scott
each had their bills passed. These get
sent to state representatives who
look them over and add to them.

Bills that have been passed in
programs like Youth and
Government have actually been
formed into real bills for laws we
have today.

“I was Clerk this year and
elected to be a Chamber officer for
next year; it'sinteresting being behind
the scenes as an officer because you

| | get to see how lobbyist really work

and how organized the program

z} realy is,” said Bryant Byrd ‘07.

Many other students were also
elected to officer positions.

Andrew Bunting ‘07 and Scott
were also chosen as Chamber
Officers. They will take part in

' | planning and running next year's

conference. Rebecca Watson ‘07,
Marissa Crimaldi ‘07, Alaina
Springsted * 09 and Jackie VanOrden
‘07 were named committee chairs.
Nady Hin ‘07 and Hunter Carson
‘07 were named clerks for the 2007
conference.

“1 like the fact that you meet
so many people from New Jersey
you never would have met without
the program,” commented Cedrone.

He will now be able to meet
people from all over the country
because heand Jackie Petruzzelli * 07,
were chosen to attend the week-long
Council on Nationa Affairstobeheld
in North Carolina this summer.
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Fllmmakers W|n TSA award

David Zappacosta ‘ 06

There are so many clubs in

Township that afew of them some- )

times fly under the radar.

One of those groups, the Tech-
nology Student Association (TSA),
made a bang this year.

The TSA isanational organi-
zation that encourages|earning and
competitive events in the area of
technology.

This year, the WTHS chapter
of TSA took homefirst place in the
film competition for the second year
in arow. A member also took third
place in the flight competition.

Student filmmakers Kyle Marr
‘07, Dean Tatulli ‘07, Cristos
Papagorous ‘07, Pat Reilly ‘06 and
Nick Krouse ‘06 captured the film
prize. Logan Melchionna's ‘07 air-
craft finished third in the flight
endurance competition. All place

Junior Prom amemorablenlg

David Zappacosta ‘06

The 2006 Junior Prom took |

place April 21 at the Cherry Hill

Hilton. With over 860 students | ;‘

attending, and only minor hitches,

the junior prom could only be |

described as a hit.

“Yes, this dance was a success.
Students were arriving early and
staying to the very end”, said Mrs.
Carol Costello, classcouncil advisor.

The Cherry Hill Hilton was set

up in its usual prom best with a |
table A

buffet line, flawless
presentation, and great service. Of
course the most important element
was the sizeable dance floor.

Although the dance floor was
of adecent size, the sheer numbers
that turned out on the dance floor
was enough to make anyone sweat
with extreme heat.

“Yeah it was hot, but what
dance floor isn’t? It was fun no
matter what”, remarked one junior.

About 30 members of the
WTHS faculty attended the event as
chaperones.

As an extra safety measure,
there were also police officers
dressed in suits to help enforce
school palicy.

To prevent students who had
not bought ticketsfrom sneaking into

T
T
i

Photo courtesy of Mr. Richard Ambacher

TSA membersposewith their second consecutiveaward for film

technology.

winners have been invited to the na-
tional competition in Dallas, Texas
this summer.

“l enjoy helping make a film
that has achance to bein acompe-

¥
b

tition”, said Krouse. “We got the
opportunity to enter a short film
and win big”.

The members of TSA who
plan to attend the event in Dallas

photo courtesy of Mrs. Costello

Thejunior classofficersposewith their advisorsat the' 06 prom.

the dance, as they checked in,
students were given blue bracelets
imprinted with the words “WTHS
Junior Prom”.

Not only did they help enforce
attendance, some felt they make
good souvenirs for the students.

“I thought the bracelets were
a good idea, something that I'll
actually hold onto”, said Mike
Dougherty ‘06.

The braclet system will also
be used at the senior prom.

While the vast majority of
attendees had a great time, some
students were disgruntled at the
lights staying on almost half way

through the dance.

“It got really hot and it kind of
killed the mood for a while”, said
Danielle Malure*07.

Though unpopular, keeping
them on was necessary, because
several students had not checked in,
so they had to be located before the
dance could continue.

Every dance has its bad spots.
20 students were questioned on the
suspicion of alcohol. Of those 20
students, 6 were sent home.

For the most part, junior prom
went smoothly. Studentswereableto
enjoy a fun and comfortable
environment.

- | the spot.

have to pay their own way to the
e
: competition.

TSA plansto start fundraising

@ next year to help pay for future

events such as this.
The TSA organization covers
areasfrom graphicsand film, all the

1 way to robotics and architecture.

Washington Township is part

- of the New Jersey chapter of this

association and has been compet-

4 ing for 3 years now.

The competition this year
took place at The College of New
Jersey with roughly 30 other
schools competing.

Students are selected to go by
their teachers based on the work
donein class. Work fromthedesign
tech and communi cation tech classes
are allowed to be submitted.

Mr. Richard Ambacher, tech-
nology teacher and advisor for TSA,
likes to allow any technology kids
to participate.

Events like the film competi-
tion are judged before the schools
arrive at the college, others like
flight and robotics are judged on

All submissions must abide

by the terms and laws of the com-

petitive guide book that TSA puts

| |out.

“The rules were strict; such
as we couldn’t go over five min-
utes, and the video had to remain
school appropriate”, Krouse ex-
plained.

According to Ambacher, all of
the students worked indepen-
dently after school and were
self-motivated and directed.

“It always makes the
advisor’s job so easy when you
have students the caliber of these
guys,” said Ambacher, “1 can’t be
availablefor all of thetimeit takes
to do what they’ ve done. Thefilm
guys and Logan really did a great
job of staying focused.”

Anyone who has has a tech-
nology course in middle school or
high school iseligibletojoin TSA.

“Some people think it is just
for students currently enrolled in
a tech ed class,” said Ambacher,
“Many people forget that they
may have had that class in one of
the middle school cycle courses.”

If there are any questions
about getting involved next year,
see Mr. Ambacher in room D-11.

WTHS

The Patriot

Page5



$1,300raised for Alex'sL emonade Sand

Robert Czyzewicz ‘' 06

On April 27" through 28®,
Monthly Rewind, Township’'s TV
production class led under the
direction of Mr. Marty Bouchard,
held atelethon which aired original
programming throughout the day on
the 28™.

At the sametime, they accepted
donationstoAlex’sLemonade Stand
from students, faculty, and
community members.

When all was said and done,
they raised agrand total of $1301.54
that will be sent to the very well
renowned charity that collects
money for the benefit of pediatric
cancer research.

“Wejustfell inloveinlovewith
this charity”, said Alli Leonard ' 06,
a Rewind member and coordinator
of the event. “The story of Alex
Scott, who had to battle cancer all of
her 8 years, was so touching, so we
really wanted to help carry out her
dream.”

In addition to having donation
tablesand carts set up, the seventeen
students wanted to make sure that
they had plenty of quality

Best wishes to
the class of
2006 and all
of our senior

editors.
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Justine Jacobs
Bethany Messick

Mark Natale
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Matt Starner
Heather Ale
Esther Gill
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The Patriot

programming that could catch the
attention of Township teachers and
students throughout the day.

“1 don’t think we realized how
hard it was going to beto put together
eight hours of programminginjust a
couple weeks”, said Marc Siciliano
‘06, the producer of the tenth
anniversary season of Monthly
Rewind.

Alex McBride’ 06, another one
of the coordinators of theevent, feels
as though despite a few minor
glitches throughout the day, the
telethon turned out to be very
successful.

“We were kind of rushing
around early in the morning to get
things done, but it turned out well.
The important thing is that so many
people supported us and we did

better than we thought we would”,
she said.

The telethon consisted of
various types of programming such
as blooper reels, classic Rewind
episodes, a Whose Line Is It
Anyway? episode, Mr. Washington
Township Pop-up Video, the Best
of Senior Directed Cabaret, and
much more.

The communications students
were able to have such success
because of their obvious dedication,
effort, and enthusiasm toward the
extracurricular project.

“1 think Alex’sLemonade Stand
went sowell”, said Siciliano. “Even
though we had to work on our shows
at like 4 in the morning, we got it
done, and we raised a lot of money
for a great cause; the work was

definitely worth it. All of the
donationsfrom the National Honors
Society members [who provided
Rewind with thelemonade and cups]
were amazingly helpful, and | was
so happy with the way everyone
supported us’, he said.

Though it took alot of work to
pull off, the Rewinders are extremely
proud that they could carry on Alex
Scott’s legacy, and they made sure
that they took enough time out of
the busy preparation schedule to
enjoy themselves and make the
lemonade stand a memory that they
will hold onto for along time.

“l can’t put past the fact that |
got to spend 24 hours with some
pretty fun people and a teacher
[Bouchard] that snores louder than
amotorcycle”, Siciliano joked.

Renovated theatre s Remarkable debut

Kelly Gallagher ‘07

For the seasoned actors at
WTHS, The Remarkable Incident at
Carson Cornersstarted off asaplay
not much different from countless
others.

Every year, Mrs. Cheryl
Silverman’sActor’s Studio class, in
conjunction with her Theater
Production class, put onafull length
production and travel to the Bucks
County Drama Festival to compete
with a selection from their show.

Thisyear, however, Silverman
and her classes were faced with less
than ideal circumstances, to say the
least.

While Silverman was trying to
select a play that would not only
accommodate, but accurately
showcase the talent of the 26
membersof Actor’s Studio, shealso
had to consider the fact that they
may not have a stage to perform on.

At the time, the 11/12
auditorium, the usual site for the
performances at the school, was still
being renovated, and Silverman was
told that it was possible the
auditorium would not be finished in
time for the late April show dates.

“We had taken measurements
for the 9/10 auxiliary gym, the CAC
building, or eventhe 11/12 cafeterias,
and we designed a set that would be

erected in oneday, and were prepared
to, at moment’s notice, perform
anywhere”, she explained.

Once The Remarkabl e Incident
at Carson Corners, the story of a
small town almost torn apart in the
face of repercussionsof adevastating
tragedy, was chosen, informal
auditionsand preliminary rehearsals
followed.

Unlike many school plays,
Actor’s Studio rehearsed during their
classtime, since many of the actors
were involved in sports or other
school activities.

Silverman strictly adhered to her
rehearsal schedule, and everything
looked like it was going to be perfect.
A week beforethe show, however, that
changed abruptly.

Approximately two weeks
before opening night, the student
playing one of the pivotal rolesin
the show, the benevolent janitor Mr.
Pete Kovalesky, informed Silverman
that he was no longer able to be in
the show. This did not, however,
spell the end of the production.

Matt Ford '06, admirably
stepped up to the challenge, learning
a considerable amount of lines,
blending in with the established cast
seamlessly, and even put on an accent
for therole.

Silverman told her cast
“Nothing energizes a show like a

complete catastrophe”, and she
turned out correct. OnApril 27-28,
Actor’s Studio put on a spirited
performance, thefirst to be featured
on the new and improved 11/12
stage.

That isnot al, however.

The next week, on May 2™, the
class traveled to Bucks County
Playhouse and performed aselection
from Carson Corners. After the
morning performance, the cast and
crew spent the day shopping and
enjoying themselves downtown.

That night, after seeing a
professional performance of
Suessical: The Musical, the time
came for the awards ceremony,
where the winners of the day would
be announced. Township swept the
competition, with two Excellencein
Acting Award (Pat Boyle '06, and
Liz Bryan '06), Best Actor Award
(Ford) and the highest honor, Best
Production.

“Hearingthejudgessay ‘WTHS
for Best Production made me look at
the cast and crew in acompletely new
way”, said Crysta Marmarou '07, a
participating actress.

After overcoming so many
obstacles and putting on a
spectacular show, the sense of
togethernessfelt by the cast and crew
was palpable while a “Township”
chant rang through the air.
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ROTC tops off tank at 27,000 feet

Michael Miller ‘06

What could possibly be worth
getting up at 0430 hours in the
morning? The KC 135 flight that
took place on Thursday, 23
Februrary 2006 was defiantly worth
it. Asafirst timeflyer, | had ablast
with the whole experience.

Twenty two cadets showed up
at the CBAC at 0520 hoursto get on
a bus to drive up to McGuire Air
Force Base. There were supposed
to be more cadets, but the Township
Plague that swept over the school
made afew of our cadets very sick.

After a pit stop for breakfast
at McDonalds, we arrived at the base
at 0730 and went into abriefing room
to learn very important emergency
information if the plane were to
encounter a serious problem.

Originally, we were scheduled
to fly with the Syracuse Air National
Guard over Vermont and back. After
waiting to hear back from Syracuse
Air National Guard, we found out
that they couldn’t get off the ground
because of theinclement westher. We

Photo courtesy of Col. Wolozyn

An F-16, Falcon, pullsup next totheK C-135prior todropping

behind for mid-flight refueling.

waited alittle bit longer. The atlantic
City Air National Guard was
prepared to fly, this time over
Maryland and back. We had to wait
some more because the weather was
still rainy down in Atlantic City, but
they said it was clearing up.

We went to see the KC-135
and got atour of it. After getting a
thorough walk around the aircraft,
we met up with LTC Wolozyn's

old friend, SM Sgt John Cherick.
He showed us a slide show of
hisunit when it was activated afew
years back. He is the head of the
police unit on Air Force base. The
unit specializes in protecting the
aircraft while they are at rest. He
showed us the various weapons they
used dlong with their very impressive
gear. Fromnight visionto M4's, these
guysand girlshave everything.

A Tributeto Our Friends

Classmatesremembered in benefit concert

Bethany Messick ‘06

On May 30" the class of '06
and the rest of the school have a
chanceto cometogether for aconcert
commemorating lan Stout, Sam
Pileggi, and Chris Carfi. It will be
held in the CBAC at 7:00.

Titled ATributeto Our Friends,
bands such as Dacav5, Thunderkatz,
Amy Malkoff, Jettison Greymatter,
and Blue will be playing.

In addition to music, there will
also be raffles for donations from
local stores and salons. Autographs
fromvariousartistswill also begiven
out.

A lot of work was done to put
thisevent together. Event organizer,
Jenn Pelley ' 06 thought up the idea
of doing something nice for those
that we lost.

“Everyone had been mourning,
so | wanted to do something that

would be in their honor but not be
sad at the sametime. Since everyone
can relate to music, aconcert suited
best,” said Pelley.

Pelley then had to find bands
that would be willing to play. She
searched on My Space and found a
few bands.

Shethen needed aplaceto have
this concert. The CBAC seems like
the perfect place but the cost can be
aproblem. Luckily Pelley wasable
to talk to Mr. Weiner, the assistant
manager for the CBAC, and he
waved the fee.

“Without Mr. Weiner, this
concert would not be possible. He
really cares about the students here
at WTHS,” said Pelley

Pelley then talked with local
salons and stores around Township
and asked them if they wanted to
donate anything to beraffled. Stores
were thrilled with the idea of doing

something nice and advertising at the
same time, so she was given many
donations. The donations are to be
raffled off in a chinese auction.
Everyone has a fair chance of
winning something fun.

The proceeds of the concert
will go towards a memorial plaque
and a tree to be planted on school
grounds in honor of Stout, Pileggi,
and Carfi.

The rest of the proceeds will
then go towards project graduation.

According to Pelly, Stout,
Pileggi, and Carfi’s parents were
thrilled at the idea of this concert.
They hope that everyone takes
some time to go to the concert and
show their support.

“A lot of work was put into
thisconcert and it issureto beworth
while. It is another chance for this
school to come together and have a
good time,” said Pelley.

After wereceived word that we
wer cleared to fly, we boarded the
KC-135 at 1145 with Pilot, MAJ
Christian Lawlor, Co-Pilot, 1 LT
James Shaunessy, SMSgt Scott

~ Brown, and SM Sgt Joe LaHantia, or

“Lambchops”.

Since Ashley Martin ‘06 and |
were first time flyers, we got to sit
in the cockpit of the aircraft for take
off. It was an extraordinary
experience. Astheplanethrustsitself
forward, you could hear the wind
gushing against the fuselage as we

| take off and reach a pesk speed of

250 knots. We flew to 27,000 feet
and waited for the 177" fighter wing
Devil Squadron to meet up with us.

The sky was very clear;
nothing but clear blue sky above us
and a floor of white clouds below
us. After about fifteen minutes,
three F-16s were on our tail. We
wereall ableto liedown in the boom
operator’s bay and watch the F-16s
slowly glide up and connect to the
refueling boom. It wasfascinating to
see the fighters so close to us.

The fighters turned back to
Atlantic City and we headed back to
McGuire. Because their birthdays
were upcoming, Jenn Brettman ‘06
and Lauren Shabazian ‘06 gottositin
the cockpit for the smooth landing.

We thanked the pilotsand crew
members for a fantastic job and the
lady who guided us throughout the
entireday. It wasagreat day. | wish
I could go up again.

Proj ect
Graduation
CD
Includeshighlightsof:
Graduation practice,

classof 2006, gradua-
tion prep, graduation
ceremony, The Funplex,
breakfast

CDson sale
through June 10

price: $8

WTHS

The Patriot

Page7



Commentary

Upset by teen depression

Mike Jones ‘06

Are you on the downer? Do
you find yourself upset most of the
time? Are you a teenager?
Congratulations, you might be a
victim of depression — or you could
just be perfectly normal in your
adolescence.

It's amazing how little
information turns up when one
attempts to research both sides of
teen depression.

At first, it all seems to be
overwhelming, but as one reads
further the information given tends
to be one-sided.

It seems the adult populous of
the world forgot about the dark side
of typical teenage depression:
“Fakers’ is the word that comes to
mind. See also: “attention seekers’
or “wanna-bes.”

In short,
Depression has become a hating life hasbecomethehip, cool, thanks to popular culture's giant
means of conformity amongst the and groovy thingtodofor rebellious sculpturethat isand hasbecometeen

non-conformist youth.

Qo

——

- ATTENTION

llustrated by Stephanie Valentine

teensin today’s social order largely

Everybody hurts

Sharinggrief, thekey to coping

David Zappacosta ‘06

Love, hate, remorse, sadness,
lust...grief. Believe it or not, the
most powerful emotion of thisentire
list can be grief. For those who have
felt it, they know this all too well.

Yet, grief inmodern society has
become almost a faux pas. Men are
supposed to be strong and keep their
emotions at bay, and the modern
woman is beginning to take on those
same principles.

The simple truth of this matter
is that these principles couldn’t
possibly be any worse for dealing
with grief.

Grief is powerful enough to
break a person down to the point of
collapse. It's enough to make a
person stop eating, make a person
stop caring, make a person lose all
hope. The worst thing that can be
done about it isto keep it al inside.

Be it a pet, best friend, or
parent, the death of aloved one is
not something to be taken lightly,

and it most definitely is not
something about which you need to
be embarrassed.

The pain you feel isreal, to
feel this way is to be human. To
pretend it is not there is to simply
lie to yourself.

Many people havetheideathat
they can deal with it on their own.
That no one understands what he or
she is going through and that their
situation is unique and they can get
through it alone.

They’ re wrong.

| guarantee you that there is
someone elseinthisvery school that
has experienced similar tragediesin
their lives. You' d be amazed at how
not alone you really are, and how
people you never expected would,
step up for you.

Grief is too powerful to be
overcome alone and to dismiss it
casually isasevere underestimation
of itstrue capabilities.

You have to let the people that
love you carry a part of the burden

with you, that’s why humans make
connections with other humans.

You should not allow it the
chance to rule your life, because it
will if you let it.

Grief is not something to be
ashamed of or something you should
hide. You need to face your grief
before you can begin to heal.

When | lost my father | thought
| would never get better. | thought |
would be stuck in a dark hole with
weights tied to my feet for the rest
of my life.

On top of that | felt guilty
when | wasn't sad for my father. But
you have to realize that the person
your grieving for would not want you
to be sad or alone, they would want
you to live your life to the fullest.

There's a difference between
moving on and forgetting.

So don’t hide or be ashamed
of your grief no matter who or
what its for. Your grief and your
painisreal, and no one should have
togo at it alone.

depression. It seems Emo music has
finally achieved something.

So, here's the million-dollar
guestion: Who just craves some
good, wholesome attention and who
istruly depressed?

How canwe, thegeneral public,
and, more importantly, the doctors
of our society separate the “fakers’
from the real thing in what has
become our Prozac-youth?

The answer is simple:
education. It seemsan “uh-duhh” is
needed here. A severe lack of
knowledge amongst teenagersis to
blame. Most “fakers’ don't even
know they’re faking. As one can
imagine, this might be a slight
dilemma.

Teens with no real concept of
what depression is tend to fall into
one of two extremes; thosewho freak
out and think they’re depressed at
the slightest symptom (aka:
hypochondriacs) and those who
simply assume it’s nothing.

Education is absolutely key in
the fight against imposters of
depression. Look at it thisway: Sex
Education teaches us the proper
methods of birth control in respect
to what works and what doesn’t as
well as the possible consequences
of sexually active behavior.

If itworksfor asubject like sex,
why shouldn’t it work for a subject
like depression?

Not only could this prevent the
occurrence of said “attention
seekers’ by enlightening the youth
of Americaand limiting susceptibly
to the shadier influences of pop
culture, but, unlike Sex Ed, education
on depression can begin while the
children arestill in grammar school.
Thus, we stop the seed from ever
growing and eliminate our problem
beforeit begins.

Despite our most sincere
efforts, there will always be those
few attention seekers in all aspects
of life, especially depression. That's
just the way the world works.
However, with a strong education,
society can put an end to these
imposters and focus on the greater
problem of true depression.
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Commentary 2

Snow newsis bad news

Mark Natale ‘06

Throughout thelast five years,
the Bush administration has given
American citizens plenty to be
angry about.

Whether it is an unnecessary
war with Irag, a failing economy,
high gas prices, or any other amulti-
tude of political failures, this
administration has done enough to
garner an all time low approval rat-
ing of 29%.

But it was a smaller move that
| feel isone of the most bothersome.
While often overlooked, the ap-
pointment of Tony Snow as the new
White House Press Secretary rubs
methewrong way, asit should many
other Americans.

Although Snow has not had the
chanceto prove himself in this post.
My concern lieswith Snow’sformer
occupation, asapolitical correspon-
dent for Fox News.

It does not matter whether or
not Tony Snow worked for Fox
News, CNN, MSNBC, The New
York Times, or The Patriot. Thefact
is, Tony Snow is known for being
part of the media. Having Snow now
become a part of our federal admin-
istration is a troublesome.

In order for democracy towork,
there must be awell informed elec-
torate. The responsibility for that
lieswith the media. In order for this
to truly work, the media must be
unbiased, take no sides, and have no
allegiances.

They are supposed to express
all views, no matter what theissue, in
order to give voters the information
they needto maketheir owndecisions.
Whether or not this ever happens can
be argued, but that isthe god.

Choosing a former member of
the mass media to fill an officia
White House post is quite simply a
conflict of interest.

The power of the nation liesin
the media being separate from the
government, and the administration
having noinfluenceinwhat citizens
see, hear, and read.

To link the media with the
government sets a bad precedent
for the future. The nation is now
at a position to ask some disturb-
ing questions.

Was this appointment a “re-
ward” for favorablepress? There are
still colleagues of Snow working at
Fox, will those relationships inter-
fere with objectivity? At this point,
it is “only” press secretary, but

(

H.S. or its administration.

.
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where will the line be drawn?

Becausethere area ready mum-
mers of certain media outlets
favoring those in Washington, the
credibility of the mediaisbeginning
to be compromised.

Snow’s appointment only fur-
ther degrades one of our outlets of
information.

If mass media is not trusted,
then who will be? Most citizens
don’t have/won’t take the time to
search out other sources, and

frankly, they shouldn’t have to.

But if they don't trust what
they hear, and if they think the me-
diaisnot credible, then how can we
expect them to vote intelligently, or
evenvoteat all?

When media and government
miX, our government isweakened. It
is simply another example of the
continuing depreci ation of American
democracy, at a time when we are
trying ever so hard to increase de-
mocracy around the world.

Protesting prosecution
sanctions law-breaking

Justine Jacobs ‘ 06

Asour nation worksto revamp
an outdated immigration policy,
muchisbeing said in the mediaabout
therightsof illegal immigrants. May
1, 2006 was the “Day Without
Immigrants,” whenillegal alienstook
to the streets to protest H.R. 4437,
a new bill passed by the House of
Representativesthat will makeillegal
immigration afelony.

All across the nation, citizens
were urged to show their support
for illegal immigrants by calling out
of work and not spending any
money.

While many feel to deny
Mexicanimmigrantstheright tolive
in this country is hardhearted and
evenracist, | fail to see the hang up
over illegal immigration. After all,
the keyword hereisillegal.

The United Statesisacountry
founded on the determination of
immigrants. From the very first
Puritan settlersto the immigration
boom of the early twentieth-
century, it is fairly clear that
America does not have a problem
with immigrants, provided that
they migrate herelegitimately.

The process necessary to
legally immigrate to the United
States exists for a reason.
Approximately 298,000,000
people live in this country, and
believeit or not all of those citizens
need to find housing and
employment. The U.S.
government’sduty istoitscitizens
before anyone else. Whileillegal
immigrants may have basic human
rights, their legal rights do not

supersede those of lawful
American citizens.

Illegal aliens claim that they
do not infringe on therightsof U.S.
citizens, that they take the jobs
Americans don’t want. However,
illegal immigrants frequently
utilize government programs such
as health care, public education,
subsidized housing, and welfare —
all of which are supported by
American tax dollars.

As for employment,
construction, domestic service,
agriculture, and resort and restaurant
staff positions are the leading jobs
filled by illegal aliens—all of which
wereformerly filled by U.S. citizens.
Yet, the reason Americans do not
want thesejobsnow ishecauseillegal
immigrants do the samework for far
less. Employers can easily violate
minimum wage laws when doing
business with illegal immigrants,
making them far more attractive
employees than Americans.

Aside from the plethora of
logical arguments for installing
harsher immigration laws, one
essential fact still remains: America
has the basic right to control its
own borders.

If Congress should makeillegal
immigration a felony, the U.S. will
not be alone in this policy. Many
foreign countriescount illegal entry
asacrimind offenseincluding Japan,
Sweden, Switzerland, Egypt, and
(get this) Mexico.

If illegal Mexican immigrants
want to move to this country so
badly, perhaps they can take a cue
from their own nation’s policy and
do so under lawful pretenses.
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Commentary 3

Confessionsof Mr. July

Mark Natale ‘ 06

| was one of twelve teenagers
that threw my body onto the CBAC
stage shortly after seven on the night
of April 20".Collectively, it was
probably the most silent crash one
will ever hear. Any noise we made
was easily outmatched by the roar
of 2,000 voices, many of them
distinctly female.

While we had been told
countless times that the feeling we
would get at that moment will be
unlike anything else, itisimpossible
to comprehend until it truly
happens.

When our first dance was done,
and the twelve of usthrew ourselves
to the ground, we felt an interesting
mix of adrenaline, excitement,
happiness, and pride. But whilethere

aren’t too many things| would trade
in that moment for, there is one
confession | feel obligated to make.

Itisall abit over rated.

While | loved each and every
second of being a part of Mr.
Washington Township, | can’t help
but admit that it wasn’t (and
shouldn’t be) the highlight of my high
school social life. | would have to
say that moment came a little less
then a month before the show.

After along day at Universal,
everybody on the Senior Trip
ventured back to the hotel for some
pizza, fun, and relaxation. Some
people decided to swim, others
danced in their rooms, and therewas
even atoga party. But about twenty
or so of my closest friends gathered
in one of the courtyards, and did
something kids our age don't do

enough.

Wetalked.

We didn't talk about the latest
party, the newest love interest, or
the vast multitude of teenage drama.

Instead, we reflected on what
has been agreat four yearsin each of
our lives, and asked each other many
questions that far too often go
unanswered.

Of coursethere was the typical
“Where do you see yourself in 10
years’ and “Describe your perfect
mate”, but thereis one question that
stuck out in my mind the most. That
time around, we all discussed the
person that positively influenced us
themost during high school. Hearing
one'sname mentioned inadiscussion
like that is a feeling that is
unmatched.

I1t'salso something that will fill

You booze, you lose

David Zappacosta ‘06

Proms are some of the biggest
events in WTHS. They are held at
great expensive places, with great
food, great music and great people.
All you could ask forinanight right?
WRONG!!!

It seems that these amazing
evenings that our school
painstakingly organizes are just not
enough for some students. They need
to bedrunk to havefun...AREYOU
SERIOUSI?

Honestly, thisis getting alittle
ridiculous. At junior prom, some
people were thrown out. Limos
were being questioned because of one
passenger’ s stupidity, and therewere
a few cases of people staggering
around and falling all over the dance
floor.

Why?

Isit really worth it? Isit worth
being thrown out of the dance,
embarrassed and humiliated in front
of fellow students, teachersand your
parents, and ultimately being
suspended? I’'m sorry but | fail to
seethelogicinthis.

So, one of the craziest and
greatest nights in your entire high
school career requires you to drink
to have fun? Some people say “nah,
| just need alittle buzz”.

WEell that doesn’t hold up, if
you' re getting abuzz it lasts maybe
an hour, two tops. So what's the
point of taking the risk of being
kicked out, suspended, and having
your limo thrown out as well.

You can do whatever it isyou
want to do the entire weekend after
prom. Why do you haveto do it AT
the prom? Don’t you feel cheap?
People talking about how wasted
you were, how you got chased out

Illustration by Cassy Matos ‘07

of the prom by administrators, and
how much it stinks that you’ re not
going to be going to the next prom or
graduation.

If you need a cohol to havefun
at this schools prom then there's
something wrong with you...its
called alcoholism.

If you fedl like there's no way
out call this number (609) 656-8900
for Alcoholics Anonymous, and do
yourself afavor.

no ballots, sell no tickets, have no
show, and (unfortunately) at times
go unmentioned.

Social success in high school
should never be measured with
sashes and crowns, roses and votes.
Being a member of home coming
court or having a month
synonymous for one’s name (while
an honor) does not make anyone any
more important.

The fact is, all seven hundred
plus seniors will graduate with
someone that has had a positive
influence on the past four years.

When we al look back at the
yearbook, the top three from that
Thursday night will beforgotten. But
everyonewill always remember the
special people that made the best
four years of their lives even better,
and that is something far too
important to wear a button for.

Soon enough the names of the
24 people honored on those October
and April nights will fade in the
memories of the general masses. But
in the hearts and minds of those they
meant most to, they will always be
remembered.

That is something that all 771
of us can stake claim to. Even as
friends grow apart, as buddies stop
hanging out, asi-ms become thinner
and casual letters become few, the
positive impact we have all had on
our best friendswill shine brightly.

A couple thousand people
screaming for you may be rather
intense, but one true friend simply
telling you that you influenced their

life speaks much louder.
N

f
SENIORS
LAST

DANCE

9/10 gym
7:00 pm
Friday, June 9
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Commentary 4

Pay-to-play ... Would you bewilling?

Priceto pay, morethan monetary

Seve Dunn ‘06

Whenever the budget is
defeated the school district is faced
with one massive, difficult
question... “What programs do we
have to cut in order to get under the
budget.”

This year, the school district
must find a way to cut 1.5 million
dollars out of it's spending to stay
within the budget.

One controversial solution that
some districts have adopted is
adjusting extracurricular activitiesto
the “pay to play” format. Pay to
Play is becoming more common in
school districts across the country.
Adopting “pay to play” hasnot been
officially discussed in this district.

What is Pay to Play? To put it
simply, if a student wants to
participate in any co-curricular
activity, he or she needs to pay for
it.

After all, why should taxpayers
haveto pay to help fund thefootball
team and the next student theatre
production at the high school if their
kid isn't a part of either?

There are numerous reasons
why pay to play is detrimental to
students’ experiencesin high school.

“1 would fight very hard not to
have that [Pay to Play] in our
district,” said Athletic Direct Mr.
Kevin Murphy.

Murphy is right; it should not
be an option for any high school.

First of al, pay to play limits
who can participate.

Its possible lower incomes
familieswon't be able to afford the
extracost of letting their kid be part
of one of the high schools many
sports teams.

A school district in Detroit
considering Pay to Play is
considering a $150 fee for every
sport a student plays. For three
sport athletes, about $450 would
need to be forked out.

In addition to the financial
problems Pay to Play would cause
athletes and their families, it could
also be the cause of many
complicated problems for

administrators.

Would families pay in one
payment or several over the course
of the season? What if the family
pays and the athlete decides to quit
the team early in the season? What
if afamily commitsto pay but never
does? Theseareall touchy problems
that would need to be tackled.

Pay to Play would also hurt
school pride. Smaller team numbers
caused by Pay to Play would
correlate to smaller attendance at
athletic events.

Competitive high school sports
teams would become no different
than the club teamsthose kidslikely
play on. Both are competitive and
require a fee to participate.

Many of the sports teams’
budgets are insufficient already.
Teams frequently have car washes,
pizza sales, candy sales, and
sponsored nightsat local restaurants
to raise cash to provide what they
need for their athletes.

Established booster clubs such

asfootball’s5" Quarter Club and the
Girl’s Track Booster club help ease
thefinancia needsof their respective
teams immensely, but not all teams
have the luxury of having such
proactive booster clubs.

Finally, Pay to play eliminates
the ability to play a sport for fun.
Not everyone gets equal playing
time. There are many athletes that
would be unwilling to pay the
required fee to wind up watching
from the sidelines.

According to Murphy, two
states have tried Pay to play and the
result was a 40% decrease in
participation.

“Would you pay to be the third
string tight end on the football
team?’ Mr. Murphy added.

Pay to Play policies are not the
answer to Township’s budget woes.
Activating such policies will make
life harder for the studentsinvolved
in extracurricular activities, thevery
ones who contribute most to the
school and its reputation.

A plausible
solution to
meeting
rising costs

Matt Kienzle ' 06

With the most recent budget
being shot downinalandslide at the
polls, WTHS now needs to cut
approximately 1.5 million dollars
from the budget. Cutting programs
will surely happen, but the most
money will be saved by cutting
sports teams, which begs the
question: Would you pay to play?

Pay to play is exactly what it
sounds like. Athletes participating
in a sport without a booster club to
pay for expenses, will need to pay a
lump sum to cover the cost of the
season, and since the alternative is
not play at all, why the debate?

Andtherewill beadebate when
the board needs to decide which
programs need to be cut. Obviously
sports generating revenue like
football and basketball will be safe
from the axe. Its sports like boy’s
volleyball and bowling which could
very easily get shafted.

So consider this: If you can
only play the sport you love, the
one you have been playing your
entire high school career, if you pay,
wouldyoudoit? | absolutely would.

Thememoriesand friendsmade
whileplaying ahigh school sport are
easily worth the price to play,
whatever it is.

Would you sacrifice the
camaraderie, bonding, and fun
associated with a high school sports
season because you didn’'t feel like
forking over some cash to play? As
an athlete, | know | wouldn’t. Some
of my fondest memories have taken
place on afield or court and looking
back, | would have paid to experience
the high schoal athletics scene.

Critics of the pay to play system
contend that studentscoming fromless
well todofamilieswill struggleto pay
the fees. And he may be right.

WTHS

The Patriot

Page 11



Matt Kienzle‘ 06

Wiffleball has transcended
generations, and is just as
entertaining and intense today as it
was when your fathers played.
Depending on the wind, it can be
your best friend or worst nemesis.

Whiffleball, long thought to be
reserved for the kiddie set, is
anything but ajuvenile pursuit. The
game only gets more passionate and
explosive as its participants age.

Oneof thefiercest battles of al
time occurred recently in the park.
It consisted of six players, making
fielding achallenge, asit should be
in whiffleball. As the first pitch
neared, the excitement was pal pable.

“| eat, sleep, and dream women
-- playing whiffleball,” says lan J.
Hopkins, voicing every man’s
fantasy.

As soon as the game began, it
became apparent that pitching and
hitting would be a challenge. The
most epic gamesaregenerally played
on sunny, windless days in a

Odds and Ends
Whiffleball: America’s pastime

backyard, but thisonewas different.
Thewindwashowling fiercely from
the west, creating a vicious cross-
wind across our diamond, and if
you've never tried, hitting a
whiffleball in 15 mph wind is next
to impossible.

The pitchers had a clear
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advantage, utilizing their ability to
throw the ball directly at the batter’s
face only to watch it break around
their head and into the ‘lawn chair
strike zone’ for an automatic
strikeout, to their benefit.

Quite a few batters were
baffled and upset by pitches they

Fully justified: the Jacobsstory

Mike Jones ‘06

Justine Jacobs. Maybe you've
heard of her, maybe you haven't.
One thing's for sure though, she's
better than you are.

Justine is the type of person
that needs no introduction. When
ever | mention her in casual
conversation | see the glint of
recognition flarein the eyes of the
person I'm speaking to and I'm
immediately interrupted by a
bombardment of questions
regarding her, her whereabouts,
even her daily habits.

| find that whenever | talk about
Justine Jacobsin conversation, | can
never finish what I’ m saying.

As Editor-in-chief of the
school newspaper, The Patriot, |
must realize the ability of each of
my staff editors. Take Rob “No
Vowels” Czyzewicz for instance,
Rob is an upstanding young man
with literary talent that some —

though precious few — say rivals
mine. Justine, on the other hand,
is better than both of us
combined... at everything.

| do mean everything.

Asamatter of fact, | often find
myself wondering -- as she
undoubtedly must -- why | was
chosen over astud like Miss Jacobs
for The Patriot top job.

A few years back, there was a
rumor going around that Justine
Jacobs once round-house kicked
Chuck Norristo the face.

| was curious, I'll admit, and
when | asked her about it she simply
replied, “That’s no rumor.”

Jacobs allegedly stopped aMac
Truck going 80 miles an hour with
her pinky finger. Come to think of
it, she has slapped me on multiple
occasions.

She has aso won, not one, but
two Pulitzers (this isn’t counting a
third which sheturned down because
she wanted to give someone else a

chance, not to mention aNobel Peace
Prize for her work on male pattern
baldness).

Shewent sky-diving on her 17t
birthday, alone, for free, with out a
parachute, over the Artic Ocean
only to stop a mid-air collision
which, with out a doubt, would
have cause at | east three and a half
deaths. Then, after this spectacular
act of air-born courage, she hovered
ten feet above the water to flag
down a Beluga Whale which rode
them all to safety.

Justine Jacobs clearly
demonstrates what it takes to be
better than everyone with whom she
chooses to converse.

Someone oncetold methat 90%
of al jokesareat least partially truth.
This may or may not be correct in
regards to other jokes, but it holds
true here. However exaggerated this
story may be, it simply gives a
great, yet underrated writer the
recognition she deserves

deemed unhittable, but ended up
causing an out.

“The wind was used to the
advantage of some pitchers, while
other pitchers were baffled about
how to play it,” said Thomas J.
Power, who clearly mastered the
breeze, finishingwith an ERA of 0.00.

But other pitchers were not
so lucky. Pitches thrown right
down the middle that wereintended
to break off the plate, were often
pummeled over the fence as the
wind died down upon the release
of the ball.

Many home runs were hit, and
defensive gems were made as well,
causing bruises and cuts to appear
on the knees and elbows of the
gladiators sacrificing their bodieson
this fateful day.

The game continued into the
late afternoon, and as storm clouds
appeared on the horizon, the game
appeared to be in jeopardy.
Everyone was tired from two hours
of foolish headfirst dives into first
base ill-advised attempts at
unattainable fly balls.

But asthefirst to eleven game
entered the 13" inning, fatigue was
setting in and the will to win began
to consumetheplayers. Thetension
was so thick you could cut it with a
knife. But with a man on second
and oneout, (there are only two outs
inwhiffleball) the wind stopped and
the pitch was lined down the right
field line scoring the all important
eleventh run.

However, it was the top of the
13" and the opposition still had to
be stopped in the bottom of the
inning to preserve the victory.
Obviously we turned to our ace,
Power, who protected the lead, and
earned hisfirst save of the year.

We had prevailed and our scrub
opponents were noticeably
devastated. Not only had they lost,
they had wasted their afternoon in
the process. Despite vicious
animosity between the two teams,
and grudges that will surely be
carried for years to come, the
consensus is that whiffleball,
America's pastime, was enjoyed by
all and will unquestionably be played
well into our twenties.
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Keeping up with Jonesy by Mike Jones ‘06

L owering my standards...

With graduation so near, I've
found many seniors discussing their
future plans and expectations. My
dilemma, however, is that | never
have anything to add to conversa-
tion. | have no expectations.

I figureif my goal inlifeissim-
ply to amount to nothing than | can’'t
let myself down, can I?

I’'m going to live in my
parent’s basement and play video
games all day. I'll be the son my
folks don’t talk about to spare
themselves the shame of it. The
kind of kid you pray you don’t
have. My father will introduce our
family likethis:

“Hello, welcome to our lovely
home. This is my beautiful wife,
Louise, our wonderful daughter,
Michelle... here'sthe dog, Maggie.
Oh! | amost forgot our fish, Air-
head.”

I’m going to fit the stereo type
of afailureat lifetoa“t,” thewhole
deal. | will wear suspenders, plaid

pants, red Chuck Taylor's, and a
white button-up shirt complete with
sweat stainsaround thearmpits. 1’1l
even stop wearing my retainer so my
teeth become crooked again. By
God, | will wear a pocket protector

GI1T’ER DUNN by Steve Dunn ‘06

Mass Hysteria! General Madness! Grilled Cheese?

At the beginning of every
month anew menuis posted outside
or near theentranceto thelunch lines
in the cafeterias. Within hours of
this ordinary paper being taped to
the door or wall, one thing stands
out from the rest. Whatever the
lucky Wednesday in which is
infamously |abeled “toasted cheese
sandwiches’ is always circled and
decorated with stars, hearts, and
other things.

The day commonly known as
“Grilled Cheese Day” has evolved
into a holiday here at Washington
Township High School.

People can often be heard
talking about it one, two, even three
daysin advance before the epic day
actually arrives.

The cafeteria atmosphere on
“Grilled Cheese Day” isunlike any
other. Even for someone that
brings their lunch to school, the
tension and excitement can befelt.
Everyone sits on the edge of their
bench, tapping their feet in anxiety,
waiting for their table to be called.
They sit prepared to dash to the
lunch line like their lives are

dependent upon getting there as
quickly as humanely possible.
Impatient students often bark
and holler at theteachersto let their
table go up in line. Other, more
desperate students, attempt to sneak
into line before their tableis called,
or try to renewing their acquaintance
with someone further ahead in line
in an attempt to move up and more

illustration by Nate Gutoski ‘07
as | hover over my home
compulter.

I’m not going to be rich. 1
won't become president. | will not
winaNobel Peace Prize. | refuseto
accept my Pulitzer. | will beacom-

Illustration by Shane Walsh ‘06
quickly satisfy their cravings.

Just this February, | felt like a
riot was going to erupt in the lunch
room. Mr. Tom Morris, an
economicsteacher who recently had
switched places with Mr. Barnshaw
in their supervisory duties for sixth
period senior lunch was thrown into
thefirewhentheday arrived. It was
Morris’ first experience with

plete and total failure at life if it's
the last thing | do.

Wait aminute, nevermind.

| plan to just skip college and
nine-to-fivejobs completely and re-
tirethe minute | graduate. A life of
easeismuch better than alife of dis-
appointment. 1'll work on my golf
game and buy the standard-issuere-
tirement clothing attire.

You know, the white tennis
shoes, the white, elastic-strap
shorts that barely reach the knee,
and the chic matching Pol o strate-
gically worn unbuttoned with no
under shirt to reveal my dashing
mane of chest hair.

Throw inafat stoagieandacomb-
over and you'll get the picture.

You poor souls with your fu-
ture plans can just stick to you're
wonderful little life. Go ahead, be
successful, | dare you. | just might
read about you in the paper a few
years from now while I’m lounging
by my pool.

“Grilled Cheese Day” and it was a
wild one. Tensions ran high as
everyone wanted to jump in line,
people were shouting, and harsh
wordswere exchanged. Despitethe
turmoil and turbulence that
occurred early in the period, Mr.
Morris laid down the law, order
was restored, and everyone who
desired their grilled cheeses and
tomato soup got them.

That day was the first time |
realized the magnitude and
importance “Grilled Cheese Day”
possessed. Never before had | seen
the hundred-plus studentsinasingle
lunch period so energized over such
aseemingly indgnificant cause. People
got excited and even angry simply
because they wanted a couple dices
of melted cheese in between two
pieces of toasted bread and they
wanted it as soon as possible.

Personally | think the
pandemonium created by thisday is
great and fun to be a part of. Every
occurrence of the “Grilled Cheese
Day” truly is a momentous event
here in the lives of students here at
Washington Township High School.
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Tech Talk

X-Box 360 dazzleswith graphics

Product Review

Seve Dunn ‘06

I1t’s been about five years since
every person was scrambling and
deciding which new console to
acquire, Microsoft’s Xbox,
Playstation 2, and Nintendo’s
Gamecube. This fall marked the
passing of that generation, with
Microsoft’s release of its nex-gen
console, Xbox 360.

Microsoft dropped the ball a
bit, in my opinion. There were
reports of glitches and consoles
exploding. Despite some reported
problems, peoplewerestill purchasing
the console for thousands of dollars
on eBay.

Isthenew system all itscracked
up to be? It's been a month since |
got mine, and the answer is yes.

The new system dazzles with
great graphics, which get even better

GameReview

Kingdom

Matthew Sarner ‘06

After the release of the first
Kingdom Hearts, a joint effort of
Disney and Square Enix in 2002
everyonewas anticipating therelease
of the second game. Square Enix
definitely has fulfilled the wish of
everyonein the sequel to the popular
RPG. The second game of the mix of
Disney and Square characters is a
very big improvement over the
previous game. Sora and company
areback for another adventuretofind
his friends and stop the evil
Organization XIII as well as the
Heartless.

The game starts after the events
that occurred in Kingdom Hearts:
Chain of Memoriesfor the Game Boy
Advanced which was released in
2004. Soramemorieswere scrambled
by a girl named Namine who was
being manipulated by Organization
X111, but Sora beats them and
Namine putshimin apod to recover
his lost memories and lose the ones
of everything that happenedin Chain
of Memories.

When Sora finally awakensin
the game he finds out that the

ol

X-Box 360’ ssleek design appealsto most

gamers.
when hooked up to an HDTV.
Watching the introduction to Call of
Duty 2 will leave many gamers
speechlessin awe.

It isalso deeker looking than its
predecessor and is decked out with

numerous new features.
One such
feature, that isespecialy
convenient, is the
wireless controller. You
can play games on the
system without
worrying about the cord
unplugging itself fromthe
console. Also, by
pressing the logo button
in the center of the
controller, one can turn
on and off the console
without touching the
consoleitself.
The controller itself
resembles the small version of the
Xbox controller and replaces the
“black” and “white” buttons with
onesabovetheright and I eft triggers.
Xbox 360 like the original is
capable of playing DVDs and does

so well. It also has the capacity to
store and play music, video clips,
and pictures.

Mediafiles from the computer
can be downloaded into Xbox 360
by connecting the two.

Xbox Liveis great and comes
builtinif the better (more expensive)
version of Xbox 360 is purchased.

My biggest complaint about the
system however is the dearth of
gamesavailableright now.

The launch titles that
accompany this system are much
weaker than those that accompanied
the original Xbox.

This problem will fix itself in
time. It will take some time before
gamedeveloperswill beableto fully
utilize the capabilities of Xbox360.

I’'m satisfied with the system
thus far. Playing it can be an
addictive experience.

Hearts sequel doesn t dissapoint

Beatifully rendered graphicshelp gameplay.

Organization X111 arecontrolling the
Nobodies (which are shells of those
turned into heartless) and are trying
to hunt Sora down, but the
Organization isn't the only group
after him.

Maleficent (theevil villainfrom
Sleeping Beauty) who was
vanquished in the previous Kingdom
Heartsisrevived and sendsHeartless
after Soraand company for revenge.

The control of thegameisvery
similar to the previous game, but

with many great improvements to
the battles.

One of the biggest thingsisthe
inclusion of the Reaction
Commands. Reaction Commands
occur by pressing thetriangle button
onthe controller at aprecise moment
to do devastating damageto enemies.

Another big inclusion is the
Drive Forms. Drives forms allow
you to be ableto transform Sorainto
adouble Key Blade wielding speed
demon. His rapid attacks in these

forms are deadly and can wipe out
large groups of enemiesvery quickly.

All in all this game is very
impressive and is definitely better
than the first installment of the
series. Thegreat gameplay, improved
control, amazing graphics, and very
deep story help this game to a very
high score. | give Kingdom Heartsl|
for the PS2 a9.5 out of 10.

Sigh Up For
Game CLus
NexT YEAR!!!

See Mr. Hart
for detalls.
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Getting too dependant
on calculators

LillyanLing ‘08

The geometry teacher sketches
a couple of graphs and funny
symbolsonthewhiteboard and tells
usto find the sine of an angle of 300
degrees.

At this command, the sound of
thirty calculators sliding out of their
plastic coversis heard, to which the
teacher hurriedly tellsus, “No, no. |
want the exact answer.” All the
students groan because this means
they are prohibited to using the
mighty, all-knowing calculator, a
device that we all have become too
addicted to.

Don't get me wrong, | love
calculatorstoo, because you canjust
turn off your mind, enter all that
stuff and get the correct answer
without any struggle.

It's getting truer and truer that
we are becoming too dependent on
these things that we don’t exercise
our ability to reason and to use
logic.

“It's not that you don't know
how; it's just that you don’t want
to,” is a phrase commonly used by
geometry teacher, Mr. Faust.

| think there are two rules to
the calculator. One, know the long
way before you know the shortcut.

Some people still don't
remember how to deal with fractions
and avoid it altogether by putting it
into the calculator and just assuming
that the answer isright.

In algebra, you have to
remember all the reasonsto thetiny
little steps before you can jump
around. The same goes with the
calculator. Understand why you can
use common denominators and how,
before you use the calculator.

And be sure to use that ability
on paper onceinawhile becauseyou
will forget if you don't.

Two, don’t be a robot. Robots
just do what they are told because
they are programmed by someone
else. Don't do things just because
“that’s what the teacher said”.

There are rules in math that
back up the teacher, that answer the
question “Why?" And if you don’t
know why, ask.

Calculators will never tell you
why, and through this you lose that

ability to question and know reasons;
you become a robot.

“If it breaks, who's going to
know how tofix it?" saysMr. Faust.

This, of course appliesto more
basic math. Compared to topicslike
physics, some calculators may
compute a lifetime amount of
problemsin amatter of seconds and
the math should be done by machine
so you may leave the rest of your
brain energy to the physicsitself.

But in the meantime, don't let
the devices turn you into an
automatic human.

You'll find yourself entering
“two plus two” onto the screen out
of mereinstinct and that’swhen you
know you have to let it alone for a
while.

GamePreview

Apple MacBook Pro
stands up to competition

Nicholas Krouse ‘ 06

Apple just released its new
17inch version of theaready popular
MacBook Pro. The 15 inch
MacBook Pro has already set the
industry standard withitsIntel Core
Duo processor that delivers up to
five times the performance of the
PowerBook G4.

Released in January 2006, the
MacBook Pro was the first of the
new line of computers that Apple
released with the Intel Processor.
The 17inch MacBook Pro, weighing
in at 6.8 pounds at just one inch
thick, ships with a 2.16 GHz Intel
Core Duo processor that delivers
dual-core performance in a power-
efficient design, making it ideal for

Final Fantasy sequd stuns

Melissa Cheng ‘07

The newest game in Japan,
Dirgeof Cerberus: Final Fantasy VII,
is hitting American shops June 1,
2006.

Based on many previews and
reviewsof thegameby onlinegaming
websites, Dirge of Cerberus seems
likean overall good game.

Many people, including myself,
were surprised when Square Enix,
oneof theleading gamingindustries,
unveiled this game back in 2004.

Our beloved 1997 role-playing
classic is coming out with an action
adventure side story? Not to
mention, it starsone of Final Fantasy
VII's least likely heroes; Vincent
Valentine.

Looking at Valentine, with his
mysterious flowing red cloak, his
multi-barreled pistol, the clawed
gauntlet, and of course that eternal
scowl! of his, how can he be the one
that savesthe day? Surely, thisgame
can’t beall about him.

But it is. And he's getting his
duesin thisinteresting and visually
impressive action adventure game.

Dirge of Cerberus includes
first-person shooterelements and
role-playing twists to spice up the
game.

Thereare several unpredictable
cameo appearances including some
by Final Fantasy VII's ninja girl
Yuffie and the Japanese pop star
Gackt.

Gackt incidentally was the
inspiration for FFVIII's main
character, Squall Leonheart. There
isn't any certainty however if he'll
make the cut for the US version of
thegame.

Dirge of Cerberusalso features
asolid mouse-and-keyboard support
with a precise PC-style shooter feel
if it's something you're into.

Stunning cinematic cutscenes
you' ve come to expect from Square
Enix gamesareintegrated throughout
Dirge of Cerberus.

It's a branch of Final Fantasy,
so of course you expect that RPG
feel, right?

Well, no worries. It is still in
there.

Extremely appreciated, the
shooter-style combat combines that
RPG feel with damaging an enemy.
When doing so, hit numbers fly out
and red numbers mean critical hits.

Thewhole gamelooksamazing
right now. Hitting the USthissummer
with its frequent and well
choreographed cutscenes, Dirge of
Cerberusis agame worth buying.

use in MacBook Pro’s thin and
lightweight design.

Ideal for thoseonthego, Apple
includes aMagSafe Power Adapter,
which magnetically sticksthe power
cord to the MacBook Pro.

The MagSafe Power Adapter
safely disconnects from the
notebook when thereisstrain on the
power cord, preventing the notebook
from falling off itswork surface.

Even if it just so happens that
you manage to knock your MacBook
Pro on the ground Apple also threw
in its Sudden Motion Sensor that is
designed to protect the hard drivein
caseof afall.

Designed for business and
creative professionals, the new 17in
MBP includes an 256MB ATI
Mobility Radeon X1600 PCI
Express graphicscard built-inand a
scrolling trackpad to easily go from
moving the mouse with onefinger to
scrolling with two.

For high-speed connections
MBP includes a FireWire 800 port,
a FireWire 400 port, three USB 2.0
ports, optical and digital audio input
and output, built-in Bluetooth 2.0
with EDR (Enhanced Data Rate), and
built-in AirPort Extreme 54 Mbps
802.11gfor WiFi wirdessnetworking.

Two new gadgets | found prove
very useful for many. The built-in
iSight video camerausing Photo Booth,
an application that takes quick
snapshotsand addsvisual effectswith
thetouch of abutton. Also | found the
iSight for video conferencing on-the-
gousingiChatAV, or recording avideo
with Podcast or iMovie.

The other was Apple’s new
Front Row interface, with aclick of
the button using the Apple Remote,
from acrosstheroom, you can access
shared iTunes playlists, iPhoto
libraries and video using Bonjour,
Apple's zero configuration wireless
networking built into Mac OS X.

Every MacBook Pro includes
iLife*06, Apple snewest applications
featuringiPhoto, iMovieHD, iDVD,
GarageBand and iWeb. iWeb is the
newest addition theiLifefamily that
makesit easy to create websiteswith
photos, blogs and Podcasts. Once
created they can all be published on
.Mac for viewing by anyone on the
internet.
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Product Preveiw

Play Sation 3: Super despiteprice

Matthew Sarner ‘06

Hype, Sony gave us just that
when they first talked about the
capabilities of the new system they
were developing almost two years
ago. Can Sony live up to that hype?
With the 2006 E-3 now over, all the
expectations of the highly touted
Play Station 3 has been brought full
circle. The big question that has
finally been answered the official
price of the system. Sony has
brought us the answer, and it may
your wallets. They have the price
range of the Play Station 3is$499.99
for the 20GB hard drive and a
whopping $599.99 for the 60GB
hard drive.

There are many reasonsfor the
extremely high price. One reason is
that it hasthe Blu-Ray DVD system
which plays movies in high quality
HD. The Blu-Ray DVD player is
well over $1,000in price alone. Play
Station 3 also has the revolutionary
Cell Processor which will give the
best game quality the industry has
ever seen rivaling, and beating that
of the X-Box 360.

Another thing Sony is aiming
for is the length of their systems

Product Preview
By

Nintendo hasfinally donethings
right with its next generation consol.
The Nintendo Wii made avery huge
impact at E-3 2006. With its
revolutionary and quite different
motion sensor controller the
Nintendo booth at E-3 had record
setting long lines with many fans
waiting to get their hands on the new
games coming out.

To start it off, the consol has
lived up to all the hype so far. With
the price of the system will be no
more than $250 which Nintendo
wantsto useto its advantage against
the other systems.

Though the technology is not
as strong as its competition, the
unique controller is something
definitely different. The motion
sensor controller which looks like a
mini T.V. remote control will allow
you to swing it around like a sword
and aim it like a gun at the screen.

Matthew Sarner ‘06

which arenormally 4-5yearslongto
past ten years. With everything that
thePlay Station 3 has, it will beeven
high quality not only now, but as
well in the next generation systems
that will just start to get up to par
with tech to the PS3. Not hard to
believesincethe Play Station 2 lasted
six years up against high quality
systems with its lower tech used,
and still was number one in the
gamingindustry.

The game selections are very
impressive. Metal Gear Solid 4 looks
amazing. The charactersthem selves

move in an amost cinematic way.
Solid Snake is back in this game to
fight off all of those who stand in
his way using his usual stealth
methods, but this one has a twist
that won’t be found out till its
release.

PS3 will have you forget Final
Fantasy X1, Square-Enix showed off
Final Fantasy XIII at their booth.
What | saw of the preview wasvery
impressive. In this game, a single
female character wielding not only a
sword, but shealso goesaround with
dual-wielding pistols. Turn-basedin

thisgameisnon-existent, andasingle
character can be attacked by multiple
enemies at once. She uses flips and
jumps to combo off the shooting at
thelarge group of enemiesaswell as
great cameracontrol.

Other exclusives also made a
hugeimpact at thisyear at E-3. Genji
2 a sequel to the hit sasmurai game
from last year. Tekken 6 was also
shown, but after the mediocre
performance of Tekken 5 many
people are very skeptical of whether
it will hold ground on the new
system. Gran Turismo HD was
introduced which is the fifth
installment of the very successful
and popular series. The graphicsin
it show what the Play Station 3 is
really capable of in realism. Those
were only a few of the games that
had a huge impact for the system,
there are still so many more.

This system has had a big
impact since it was finally
introduced in 2004. Now two years
later Sony has lived up to its
promises of avery powerful system.
Play Station 3will bereleased in mid
November. Thisis perfect timing for
arelease, especially so close to the
Christmas season.

gosh, | think Wii'vegot it!

Although that it sounds very
innovative it may get some taking
used to from the conventional means
of control in agame.

The system will also comewith
freeon-lineplay using Wi-Fi. Itisn't
as effective as its competition, but
with it coming with the system and
without worry of a long wire
connecting to a cable modem or a
monthly fee.

The gamesalso seemto bevery

good thistime around too. Compared
to the Nintendo GameCube the
Nintendo Wii will have third party
support, which means games not
made by Nintendo. Now all you
Nintendo fans can cheer now for all
the third party games which were
absent from the GameCube.

To start off the list of gamesis
Red Steel. It isafirst person shooter
utilizing the full capabilities of the
controller. Being ableto aim thegun

with full affect using the motion
sensor. Although Legend of Zelda
Twilight Princess was originally
going to come out for GameCube
Nintendo decided to release it for
both the GameCube and the Wii later
thisyear. Another gamethat will use
the motion sensor controller like a
sword to fight enemiesinstead of the
usual button mashing. Now the coop
de grace, Super Smash Brothers
Brawl. Thehugehit serieswill release
the third game of the great game
giant. With new playable characters
like Meta-Knight from the Kirby
games, and believe it or not Solid
Snake from Metal Gear.

All in al Nintendo has finally
got it right with the Wii. Though the
strange named system seemed
unimpressive one year ago, today it
is looking much better than it was.
It got this skeptic to believe. So |
think Nintendo can finally say
“Wii've finally got it right.” A first
timeinalongtime.
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Features

First year marked
by smooth transtion

Brittany Tartaglia ‘09

For the class of 2009, the
students at WTHS had an enjoyable
first year. Thisyear, freshmen were
able to experience several dances, a
Renaissance rally, March Madness,
which the freshmen won against the
sophomores, and several other fun
events. A vast majority of the
studentsalsojoined in at least oneif
not several extra-curricular activities.
These al so hel ped make the students
feel morewelcome.

Inregard, freshmen’sfirst year,
should be apositive experience, and
for many was more than expected.
Many students, before even coming
to the high school assumed that it
would be difficult, and that they

would be lost in the huge school
without seeing any friends. Besides
the fact that for most, that stereo-
type is false, many freshmen made
new friends. Even some people made
friends with those who they
wouldn’t normally.

“l think the best part about
going to the high school,” saysErika
Panfen, “was meeting new people.”
For most of the students here, there
weren't any faultsto thechangefrom
the middle schools. Also, thanks to
juniors and seniors, the freshmen
were ableto have abetter year from
the Freshmen Transition Program
which was held numeroustimesthis
year during the school day. The
majority of thestudentsdidn’t realy
have any problems with the high

school, but there were things to
which the freshmen had to get used
to.

Jenna Harrison ‘09 said, “The
worst thing about this year, | think,
was that there was a lot more
homework and studying to do.”

Other anxious students thought
that there would be ahugetransition,
and would takelonger to get used to.

“The high school was a lot
better than | had first expected. |
thought it would be harder and more
stereo-typical, but it wasalot easier
and more fun then was | assumed.”
stated Marisa Brecko.

Overall, theclassof ‘09 had an
enjoyable first year, and hopefully
the experience will get even better
over the next three years.

Job search smplified

Bethany Messick ‘ 06

The finding a job process can
be very long and disappointing, but
there are some things you can do to
increase your chances of getting
hired.

First figure out what you want
todo. Now you can choose to work
with food, retail, or aservice of some
kind. Thisisnot thetimeto be picky.
Have as many options as possible.
A jobisonly asfun asyou makeit.

Once you've figured out what
type of job you want, do a little
research to find out locations of
possible employers. You can look
on the internet, look in the phone
book or ask your friends.

Try to find as many locations
as you can. If possible try to find
places where you know someone or
are friends with someone. If you
know someonethey could write that
they are your friend and that they
highly recommend you. This will
increase your chance of getting ajob
tremendously.

Once you've found all of the
possible locations go to each place
personally and ask for an

application. You should ask for an
application even if the place is not
hiring at the time. You can fill out
the application there or at home.

At home might be best because
you're less likely to rush and make
mistakes. It is very important to
follow directions correctly on the
application. If an employee looks at
an application and sees you can’'t
follow directions it reduces your
chances of being hired.

After you have submitted your
applications and you haven't heard
from anyoneintwo weeks, call them.
Ask the placesif they have received
your application, if they are
considering hiring anyone at the
moment, and tell them that you are
very interested in working there.
Employerslike persistence so don’t
giveup.

Once you get a call back you
have to prepare for the interview.
When going to an interview you
should always look clean and
appropriate. Dressfor the occasion.

If you are being interviewed for
ajob at afancy restaurant you should
dressformally meaning dress pants,
no jeans, and anice shirt. If you are

applying to alocal casual store you
should look informal but nice
meaning jeans and anice shirt. Just
don’'t look sloppy and over dressing
is better than under dressing.

When talking with the
interviewee be yourself. Don’t be
phony. They will beableto seeright
through it. Answer your questions
as politely and clearly as possible.

Try to work in as many good
qualities about yourself as you can.
Try to seem relaxed and confident.
If you are confident in yourself the
employer will be confident in you.

After theinterview you should
hear from them within two weeks.
If you don’t hear from anyone call
them to see if they gave the job to
someone else or if they are just
taking their time deciding.

If they say they are still
deciding then give them another
week and then call again. If they
say they have given the job to
someone elsedon’t get discouraged.

There are plenty of jobs out
there.

If you just follow these simple
steps and just be yourself you'll
haveajobinnotime.

Enjoy the
outdoorson
hor seback

Amanda Eivich ‘06

As the summer weather rolls
around, people arelooking for ways
to spend as much time as possible
outdoors. Most opt for the typical
day at the beach, community pool,
or something along those lines.
However, there are plenty of
activities any outdoors-y person
would love, but would never think
of trying. One of those is horse-
back riding.

Horse-back riding is something
that any animal lover would truly
enjoy. Youdon't haveto ownahorse
to get into the hobby. By doing
simple research online, it's easy to
find alocal stable at whichtotakea
few lessons or trail rides.

Not only is it fun, it's great
exercisetoo, working all themuscles
in your body.

Severa thingstolook intowhen
you search for aplacetorideis cost
per ride, what level of ridersdo they
accept, and what are the legal
documents. Horses are animals,
which are unpredictable at times, but
when handled with experience and
precaution, they are beautiful
creatures. Most places require a
helmet and bootswith about a%zinch
heel, for safety.

It'salifetime sport, and anyone
can stay involvedinit until very old
age. Many people are born into the
horse world, and start from birth.
Others, like myself, fall inlovewith
horses at a young age. It is never
too late to start.

Riding asahobby can get quite
expensive. Simple once a week
lessonsfor about $25.00 eachrideis
feasible; however purchasing ahorse
isawhole different realm of money
you have to delve into.

A hobby for anyone, for leisure,
or for competition, ridingiscertainly
aworthwhile activity to look into.

On a sunny, yet breezy
weekend afternoon, sometimes
nothing is better than a brisk ride
through an open field with your
equine friend accompanying you.
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2006 Teachers of the Year
Mrs. Savill brings passion to profession

Laura Marder ‘07

A teacher of theyear isn’t just

ateacher who comesto school, reads

out of a book and gives a test. A

teacher of the year is someone who
brings life to her class and makes a
true difference. Mrs. Donna Savill,
thisyear’steacher of theyear, isthe
epitome of a teacher who puts her
heart into her work.

“1 was shocked, stunned and
amazed when | found out | was the
teacher of theyear!” exclaims Savill.

She did not expect to be given
this honor. Savill never planned to
become ateacher, though her students
are pleased she did. She began as a
social worker and attended Rowan
University.

Her godson, who is dyslexic,
got her interested in studying
disabilities and the mind, so she got
involvedinthefield of teaching.

“Everyday is a new day,”

Matt Kienzle "06/ The Patriot

Mrs. Savill reviewsalesson with oneof her students.

explains Savill.

She has awonderful method of
teaching that brings her classroom
alivewith comfort and laughter. Her
students love coming to her class.

“1 just have a good time with
the kids, they make me laugh and |

makethem laugh,” shesaid. Sheloves
her job and is passionate about her
work with her students.
Theonly thing shedoesn’t like
about teaching is the paperwork.
Despite that drawback, she
keeps her sense of humor, “It's the

best job ever, it's between this job
and eating fudge at Laura’'s Fudge on
the boardwalk, for my favorites.”

Sherecently went on the senior
trip for thefirst time, and she saysit
was extremely fun. She loves
spending time with her students and
watching them lovelife.

She leans on her special
education colleagues for support
during the year, and she feels like
Washington Twp. has an excellent
specia education system.

“[Mrs. Savill] can make me
laugh, she makes me happy,”
explains Robin Anderson ‘06, a
student of Savill. Shefeelsher teacher
has helped her alot with math, and
moreimportantly, she hashelped her
look at life differently.

Savill hasworked at WTHSfor
17 yearsand plansto stay for along
time. WTHS is lucky to have
dedicated teachers who care about
making adifferenceintheir students.

Herr Kulp honored by recognition

Nathan Kusisto ‘07

Mr. Leo Kulp has been named
one of the Teachersof The Year. He
has been teaching at WTHS for 15
years, and ishonored to be receiving
this award.

“It was wonderful,” Kulp said
about receiving the honor, “I was
extremely impressed by what
people said. It meant agreat deal to
me. It convinced me I’ve been
successful asateacher. Most people
don’t realize how they affect others
and when it happens it’'s very
stimulating. It makes me want to
continueteaching even longer.”

Before hetaught at WTHS, the
Philadelphia native taught at
Camden High School for 22 years.

Altogether, Kulp has been
teaching for 37 years. He used to be
a French teacher but found that
German was easier to teach.

“German is more similar to
English than French,” he says, “so
the students find it easier to
pronounce and understand. German

culture is more a part of
American culture than
French culture so you can
compareit easily.”

Kulp's advice to
students new to German is
smple: “Don't beafraid, speak
up, makemistakes, andlearn.”

“Try not to get lost in
the crowd and around the
building,” Kulp says. “ Take
advantage of all the
opportunities students have.
There has to be an interest
outside of your studies
where you can make friends
and enjoy yourself.”

Also to those new
studentsare entering hisclass
Kulp would like to

gentleman and treat me and
your classmates asyou wish
to be treated.”

One of hisfavoritethings about
teaching at WTHS is the students.

to what | have to teach them and
they enjoy learning German.”
Besides being a teacher, Kulp

Nathan Kusisto ‘07/ The Patriot
say, “Act like a lady and a Mr. Kulp believesthat becauselanguageisabout communication, the

best way tolearnisthrough conver sation.

job that he can see himself doing.
Asrole models, Kulp cites his
father and “anyone who

“The students are the best,” Kulp isacoach for little league baseball demonstrates fairness and an open
says. “They are eager and receptive and soccer, but teaching isthe only mind.”
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College Prep by CristinaL anzilotta* 06

Minimizeyour college debt

Grants, aid, scholarships ease the burden of rising tuition costs

For most high school seniors
and their parents, being able to pay
for the college of their choice with-
out being in debt many years after
they graduate, is a very important
part of choosing acollege. Onceyou
have been accepted to the collegeyou
want to go to, the next step is to
figure out how you and your family
are going to pay for it.

Schools today are much more
generous with handing out scholar-
ships than ever before because of the
increasesin tuition.

As long as you have decent
gradesand SAT scores, most colleges
will be willing to award you some
sort of merit based scholarship. This
money is soley based on your aca-
demic standings.

There are also many different
kinds of scholarships. Some are
sponsored by companies or even
your high school. You should take
advantage of them if you have the
opportunity.

Thewebsite fastweb.com pro-
vides you with al the information
about scholarships you could ever
need. It also provides ahuge list of
scholarships for which just about
anyone can apply.

Collegesalso provide you with
need-based grants. These are mon-
etary grantsthat the collegefeelsyou
need in order to be able to afford
their tuition. Neither need-based
grants nor scholarship money will
ever have to be paid back.

Once you have received your
financial package from your college
the next step is to send in your
FAFSA form. FAFSA standsfor Free
Application for Federal Student Aid.
Thismoney, provided by the govern-
ment, depends on your family income
and does not need to be paid back.
There are many specificsthat go into
play whilefilling out the FAFSA form
that will determine how much money
you will receive.

If after all of that, you are till
in need of more money, you can al-
ways apply for student loans which
you are going to haveto start paying
back whileyou'restill in school. De-
pending on how much the loan is,
you may be ableto pay it off before
you graduate by participating in a
work study program. Most schools
have work study programs, which

Surviving High School by Julie Sherwood * 06

Passing a few hintson notes

Notes often appear to be the
enemy; taking them, reviewing them,
and then studying them. It's a
dreaded task. Sometimes classes
seem to be nothing but note- taking.

Hands cramp, words slur
together. Your notes may even
become indecipherable, mere
scribbles. How are you supposed to
study if you can't even read what
you wrote?

I’vefound that thereis an easy
way to divide up your notes and
makeit alot easier to get information
out of them. At the beginning of
every new chapter the words “new

material” should be written at the
top of the page. When you go back
to study, you won't be flipping
through numerous pages skimming
old notes in an attempt to find the
right information.

Onceyou have aclear heading,
every main idea should be bullet-
pointed. Each sub-topic after that
should be numbered or lettered.

This method will quickly
minimize the time spent reading
notes, and just skimming your notes
will be sufficient.

Another tip is to only write
down mainideasand thingsthat you

illustration by Cassy Matos ‘07
is when you work on campus and
instead of receiving amonthly pay-
check, all of the money you have
earned goes directly into paying for
your tuition.

Finally, the most reliable way
to get the best possiblefinancial pack-
age from any school is to apply for
early decision.

If you know exactly what
school you want to go to, early deci-
sionisyour best bet for areally good
financia package.

This shows the college that you
are seriousabout going to their school
andthey decideonyour financia pack-
age before al of the students who
applied regular decision.

Paying for college is a very
stressful part of the college process,
but there are many scholarships and
loansthat can makeit affordable.

think you won’t remember or that
you don’t already know. You
shouldn’t feel obligated to write
down information just becauseit’s
written on the board.

Keeping these easy to follow
rules in mind, school in general,
classes and studying should become
alot less stressful. Don’t forget to
look over your notes at home the
day you take them!

Re-reading and sometimes re-
writing will help you learn the
information; it’s a quick way to
study without cramming the night
before a test.

Rowan

keeps
growin’

Rowan University is a solid,
affordable school that is only get-
ting better. On January 19", the
university opened the doors to its
brand new 28.5 million dollar “ Col-
lege of Education” building.

“Therationale behind theeduca-
tion building wasto re-emphasize not
only our origins, but our commitment
to teacher preparation,” said Rowan
president, Mr. Donald Farish.

In addition to Rowan’s already
stellar reputation as a great college
for aspiring teachers, it now boasts
technology to back it up. The new
three-story, 135,000 square foot,
piece of architecture has plenty to
boast about. The new building will
allow students to learn the latest
teaching techniques, conduct re-
search, and master blending
computers with classroom lessons.

Also to enhance education ma-
jors, Rowan has an early childhood
education center used as a daycare
and preschool.

“A building like this is a tan-
gible way of showing that the
commitment to teachers here is as
great asit’sever been,” said Farish.

Another new addition to the
school is anew library. Itisfilled
with $400,000 worth of books and
teacher materials now being usedin
the curriculum.

Rowan also added a $350,000
biomechanicslabintheitshealthand
exercise science department. The
new lab holds the same technology
used to create CG characters like
King Kong.

Rowan even has a new inter-
disciplinary lab featuring sensors
that collect dataon aperson’smove-
ment, which can beused for avariety
of applications.

It doesnt end there. A $2.7
billion state higher education bond
could go to a referendum in No-
vember and grant Rowan up to
$120 million to construct four more
buildings consisting of two new
arts and sciences buildings, abusi-
ness college building, and a new
facility for the Camden Campus.
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Entertainment

King of spin thanksyou for smoklng

Movies

Justine Jacobs ‘06

Once as much a national
pastime as baseball, smoking just
isn't what it used to be. Years of
scientific research have proven solid
the once vague links between
cigarettes and lung cancer, and
heckling smokers has now become
socially accepted behavior in the
general populace. Politicans,
parents, the American Cancer
Society, and the hip Truth ad
campaign have been waging war on
Big Tobacco for years. During such
hard times, who will stand up for
truth, justice, and theAmerican way?
Who will defend the helpless, multi-
million dollar tobacco industry?

Enter Nick Naylor (Aaron
Eckhart), tobacco lobbyist
extraordinaire. As the spokesman
for the A cademy of Tobacco Studies,
Naylor ison damage control, talking
all sorts of spin to confuse
Americansinto liking Big Tobacco.
He travels to Hollywood to reclaim
the cigarette’s place in motion
pictures, bribes the original
Marlboro man into silenceregarding
his lung cancer diagnosis, and goes

head to head with anti-smoking
Vermont Senator Ortolan Finistirre
(William H. Macy). Yet, despite the
challenges facing him in the work
place, Naylor’s hardest task isbeing
apositiverolemodel to hisson, Joey,
while earning a paycheck in afield
requiring an uncommon “moral
flexibility.”

Thank You for Smoking may be
the most genuinely funny movie of
the year, with an impeccable script
and strong comedic acting that make
it worth the admission price. It's
the quick dial ogue that makes Thank
You for Smoking such agem. “What
makes American government the
greatest government in the world?’
Joey asks his father while trying to
write an essay. “Our endless
appeals system,” replies Naylor,
without skipping a beat.

Thank You for Smoking has
brains, a quality that many modern
comedies sorely lack. The satire of
Washington lobbyists artfully mocks
the political world where image is
everything. Audienceswill beonthe
floor as Naylor does lunch with the
MOD Squad (short for Merchants
of Death), a club which includes

lobbyists for alcohol and firearms.
The friends kick back during off
hours and argue over whose product
yields the most annual fatalities.
The only slip-up in this
otherwise impeccable film is the
obviously miscast Katie Holmes,
who plays Washington Probe babe
Heather Holloway. Watching the
cutesy, girlish Holmes use sex appesd
to coax secretsfrom awilling Naylor

Photo courtesy of Yahoo! Movies
Aaron Eckhart isNick Naylor, theface of Big Tobacco, whofights
topreservethe*cool’ imageof cigarettesin modern America.

isthe most far fetched aspect of this
outrageous comedy. Thelessfamous
half of Tomkat doesn't exude the
cunning or confidence to bring
Holloway to life.

Regardless of Holmes shoddy
performance, Thank You for Smoking
isthe jewel of the spring film season.
Its cutting wit and absurd
scenarioswill leave more audiences
gasping for air than cigarettes.

VindictiveV VanguishesVillains

Mike Jones ‘06

Welcome to Britain some time
in the not-too-distant future. A
totalitarian society controlled by a
completefear of biological terrorism.
A nation where people are afraid of
their government.

In the world of V For Vendetta
there is no freedom of speech or
press, the government controls
everything. BBC hasbeen replaced
by a new broadcasting channel in
which Chancellor Sutler (John Hurt)
has full control. Most Americans
have died from arampant virus and
what remains of thegood old U.S. of
A. has been replaced by a mass
hysteria of people desperately
pleading for the aid of the old world.

Meet Evey Hammond (Natalie
Portman). Evey is out past curfew.
Needless to say, Evey has made a
mistake.  Unfortunately, she

discovers just how bad an idea this
iswhen she fallen into the hands of
the secret police, the Finger. Now
she's found herself facing a life-
threatening situation which, if
possible, is getting worse. Luckily,
or so you could say, she's saved by
amasked antihero (Played by Hugo
Weaving) who goes simply by “V”
and stumblesinto a chain of events
that ultimately destroys the
government... as well as the
Parliament building.

From the mind of graphic
novelist, Alan Moore, with a plot
line reminiscent of books like 1984,
the screen-writers that bought us
The Matrix, and the cinematic
crazinessthat seemsto follow them,
V For Vendetta was pretty much
bound to be one of the top movies
of the year. After watching, you
simply want to blow something up.
| mean, you just want to slap on the

i HL{!%'UGH

FAITH

Photo courtesy of vforvendetta.com
HugoWeaving starsasV, a
British revolutionary who hides
behind a Guy Fawkesmask.

old Guy Fawkes mask and
overthrow agovernment. Onemight
evenfind himsalf desperately seeking

to become an anarchist, so be
warned.
V For Vendetta switches

| effortlessly from a psychological

thriller to acut-throat action movie,
leaving the audience guessing until
the last minute. The acting,
complete with an on screen head-
shaving by Natalie Portman that
would rival G.l. Jane any day of the

. week, is every bit as good as the

cinematography, making it adiamond
in the rough when compared with
modern film-making.

So, the next timeyou'refeeling
slightly rebellious — or if you just
want to feel slightly rebelliousinthe
first place — | would recommend V
For Vendetta. But, before you go, |
encourage you to remember,
remember the fifth of November
because people should not be afraid
of their governments, governments
should be afraid of their people.
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opinion

Melissa Novak ‘06

Next September will be the
5-year anniversary of 9/11. Though
amost five years has passed, the
terrorist attack stays at the back of
our minds.

On the opening night of the
Tribeca Film Festival on April 26",
United 93 premiered. Directed by
Paul Greengrass, themovieisnamed
after the 9/11 hijacked flight that was
diverted from its target destination,
and crashed into a field when
passengers fought back against the
terrorists.

Though the film honors
thebravery and courage of the
passengers, some people may think
it's too soon to have such a movie,
but | feel it isessential that thisfilm
was made at thistime.

United 93's characters are not
made up. They were real people on
the flight. Also, it does not tell the
story from other angles. You learn
about the other attacks of 9/11, just
likethe peopleonthat flight did. You
feel what the passengers are going
through as the terrorists take over
the plane firsthand. The film is
respectful of the events that
happened and to the people who
were on the flight.

All the actors and actresses in
the movie are taking on the roles of
the real passengers that were on the
flight. On the movie's official
website, Director Greengrass talks
of hisfilm, “None of us knew, least
of all the people that got on those
airplanes, that thiswas a day unlike
any other. Now aswelook back and
realize our world changed.”

Before creating such a movie,

9-10
Casual
Dance

Friday,June 2
9/10 gym
7:00-10:00 pm

family members of the victims on

Photo courtesy of Yahoo! Movies.
United 93 followstheactionsof the 9/11 flight passenger swho
fought back against theterrorists.

involved and to portray their dearly

United 93 important remlnder

objected, but instead found it agood
idea — they did not want the deaths
beinvain andtolet the people know
what really happened.

Maybe this film is what our
country needs to get its spirit back.
Initially after 9/11, everyone was
patriotic and proud our of country.
Now, so many people have their
opinions of the president and the
war. Everyone seems to have
forgotten what originally brought us
to this point. We forget that we till
have family members and friends
overseas fighting for our freedom.

With this film, Americans are
reminded of why the nation is
fighting so hard against terrorists.
United 93 shows the bravery of the
people on the flight who went down
fighting. Everyone should see the

theflight were asked permission. The rememberedinacorrect and accurate film. The movieisan important part
filmmakers wanted the families way. None of the family members of our history and affects all of us.

| nside Man tW|Sts old formula

Rob Czyzewicz ‘06

Inside Man isn’t your everyday
bank heist movie; it isinstead mind
engaging as well as an adrenaline-

pumping thriller. Watching this |
stylish film, you constantly re- |

evaluate the goings-on: Is this the

perfect bank robbery or something |

far more complex?

The screenplay was well
written with several clever twists
and witty dialogue. Director Spike
LeeexecutesInside Man rather well,
and the work shows the chemistry
that he and lead actor Denzel
Washington have developed over
their careers (they worked together
previously on Malcolm X and He Got
Game).

The elaborate scheme is
initiated by a small group, dressed
aslessthan threatening painters, who
whip out guns and take bank
customers hostage. But eventsdon’t
unfold in order of occurrence. The
film flashes forward to interviews
of the hostages conducted by
Washington, who portrays topnotch
Police Detective Keith Frazier who
specializesin hostage negotiation.

L ee makes an effort to give his
camerawork ashaky, nervousfedling
quality, adding to the film's
considerable amount of tension.

The robbers, led by brilliant

new heist movie, InsideMan.
Dalton Russell (Clive Owen), seem
to havethought of everything. They
dresseveryoneinidentical painters
gear so the police won’t be able to
tell the suspects from the hostages.
Russell matcheswitswith Detective
Frazier, their tough stances artfully
leavened by clever humor. About
halfway through, the mood takes an
unusual turn, becoming almost
breezy, then whipping back to taut
suspense.

Washington and Owen give
standout performances, while
Willem Dafoe as an NYPD captain
and Christopher Plummer as the
bank’s chairman are solid. Jodie
Foster plays a power broker by the

Denzel Washington and Clive Owen star in SpikeL ee sunusual

Photo courtesy, of Yahoo! Movies

name of Madeline White. Her
character has the right mixture of
strength and verve. Thecharacteris
a bit outlandish, however, and
difficult to believe. Sheisa power
broker who holds sway over New
York’s top political brass.
Throughout the film, there are
a couple of plot holes, but none of
which aregaping, and thereis plenty
to keep the audience guessing.
Inside Man may be a cat-and-
mouse game, but it’s far from
predictable. What could have been a
very bland, straightforward thriller
is unusually clever, visually
enchanting and undoubtedly
entertaining, all creditsto SpikeLee.
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Benchwarmers: back in thegame

Melissa Novak ‘06

One of the most anticipated
comedies this spring is Happy
Madison Productions’ The
Benchwarmers. The movie's trailer
is enough to make you chuckle, but
theactual filmwill haveyou laughing
till your side hurts.

The Benchwarmers is about
how three grown men who were
misfitsas children decideto stop the
bullying in their town by playing
baseball against the meanest little
league team around.

Gus (Rob Schneider) is the

leader of thethree men, the only one e s

with any athletic ability, and the only
one who can talk to girls. Richie
(David Spade) and his best friend
Clark (Jon Heder) join Gus against
the bullies, even though they’ve
never played baseball beforein their
lives.

When ayoung bullied child tells
hisbillionaire father about the three
men, hisfather creates atournament,
promising the winning team the
ultimate prize. The tournament
leaves Gus, Richie, and Clark facing
all thelittleleagueteamsin the state.

As with any Happy Madison
Production, The Benchwarmers is

Photo courtwj of Yahool Movms

David Spade, Jon Heder, and Rob Schneider star asgrown up
geeksseeking revengethrough littleleague baseball.

full of laughs from start to finish.
The movie is crazy and has
completely random and hysterical
moments.

The humorous script and
amazing cast make it worth seeing.
Schneider, Spade, and Heder are all
well known for their comedic roles,
but Spade steals the show with his
sarcastic humor.

Heder, though hysterical with
his crudeinnocence, seemstoremain

in the Napoleon Dynamite form that
made him famous. Though this
character isfun towatch, it'salittle
disappointing to not see another side
of Heder’s talent in this film.
Schneider never fails to bring the
laughs, and still managesto makethe
movie quasi-sentimental.

As the reformed nerds step up
to the plate, they face their biggest
challenge—not playing baseball, but
standi ng up agai nst the bullies.

MI:3 needs a new mission

Bethany Messick ‘06

Typically, when it comes to |

movie trilogies, the third time is
anything but a charm. Trilogies
sabotage both filmmakers and
viewers. The first film is totally

entertaining, the second gets you =

hooked so that you have to see the
third one—after all, you’ veinvested

so much time into movies one and &

two. Then, movie number three

leavesyoufeeling afoolish. Thisis "

exactly the situation with Mission
Impossible I11. It simply does not
deliver.

Let's stick with the theme of
three. Themovieislackinginthree
ways, and at the top of that list is
thefact that MI3isentirely toolong.
It was supposed to be 126 minutes
of action-filled thrills; inredlity, it's
10 minutesof thrillsand 116 minutes
of disjointed stunts peppered by a
few explosions.

Secondly, the movietriesto be
too many things — an action movie
and alovestory —and leavesviewers

Photo courtesy of Yahoo! Mow&s
Despitelotsof running, M1:3
failstodeliver aconsistant pace.

with too many unanswered
questions.

Third, the ending has M14
written al over it. The writers are
going to have to dig really deep to
come up with a novel spin. The
whole concept is becoming too
ordinary, directly conflicting with
the whole premise behind the

Mission Impossible franchise.

However, there are also three
positive notes, starting with what
could be called “gadget innovation.”
The guns and devices that are
demonstrates throughout the movie
areamazing.

The acting was excellent. Tom
Cruiseisan exceptiona actor and he
comesthrough againin MI3. Costars
Philip Seymour Hoffman and
Michelle Monaghan performed
equally well, and there was a nice
chemistry between Cruise and

. Monaghan. Ving Rhames, Maggie

Q, Jonathan Rhys-Meyers, and
Cruise jelled and came across as a
believableteam.

Finally, the filming takes place
all over theworld fromthe UStothe
Vatican to China. The
cinematography was outstanding.

If you think you'll get your
money’s worth from seeing Cruise
(the fine actor that he is), the few
action scenes and the scenery, by all
meansgo seeit. If you'reexpecting
more, don't.

Poseidon
rises above

Bethany Messick ‘ 06

Sometimeswhen classic movies
areredone with special effects, new
actors, and script changes, they tend
to be not as good as the originals.
Thiswas not the case with Poseidon.

The special affectsinthemovie
were amazing. They made you feel
like you were actually on the boat.
Everything looked soreal. Whenthe
giant wave hit the boat, it looked so
real it was scary.

The star actors Josh Lucas,
Emmy Rossum, Kurt Russell, and
JacindaBarrett wereterrific aswell.
They showed real emotion. It is
amazing how they showed pain,
fear, and love towards one-another
throughout the entire movie. There
areafew partswhere you might even
tear up alittle bit.

Even if you’ve seen the
original,theremakeis
definitely worth seeing.

Sometimes when movies are
remade, the script ischanged so much
it seems like an entirely different
movie. Surprisingly this did not
happen in Poseidon. They stuck to
almost the same exact plot from 34
years ago. There are a few minor
changes, but nothing drastic or
disappointing.

Poseidon was definitely an
action packed movie. It kept you on
the edge of your seat the entiretime.
You never new what was going to
happen next. It seemed like during
every second of the movie something
was happening. Either some was
hurt, or dying, or something was
exploding, or thewater was about to
wipe something out. Youdon't even
realize that the movie is 98 minutes
long.

The movie certainly kept you
guessing. Some parts of Poseidon
were a little predictable, but it's a
remake. If you've seen the older
version, you know what happens.
Despite the fact that it’s aremake it
does throw in a few surprises here
and there.

Poseidon is an action packed,
tear jerker, keep you on the edge of
your seat, type movie. Even if you
have seenthe original, theremakeis
definitely worth seeing.
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L ocal bandproud to shock audiences

Mark Mazzeo ‘07

The Skeleton Rock Shock isa

“supertastic psycobilly
romparooster of arock’ n’roll” band.
Actually, they prefer the term
‘ Attack Squadron’ instead of ‘band.’
The SRS consists of three members.

The mastermind is singer-

guitarist John Custer ‘07. On drums |

is Zack “Attack” Buck ‘07, and [}

Joseph K. Granato ‘07 on bassand !

backing vocals.

“We are an all out attack on
your senses, al five of them. Hence
the term Attack Squadron,” says
Custer. And that’strue, hearing them
either live or on compact disk, you
not only feel attacked, you feel
violated in the worst kind of way.
But that’s a good thing.

Attack says of his drumming,
“It'slike, | don’t know, it’s hard to
explain, but my beats are good.”

Not only are they good,

Photo courtesy o Maggie Pape.

JoeGranato, Zack Attack, and John Custer aretheattack
squadron of Skeleton Rock Shock.

“...they’re bombastic,”
Granato.

Granato also has this to say of
theband ingeneral, “Theworldisn’'t

says

Unsung Her 0s by Rob Davis ‘06

Jazz hero brought guitar to new level

When | first heard jazz, | was
able to enjoy it, but was not imme-
diately hooked. | could understand
that playing saxophone or trumpet
took a lot of discipline and a long
time to develop, but, as a guitarist,
it didn't attract me.

Until | heard Wes Montgomery.

| had heard guitar in jazz be-
fore, but only in the background.
Sometimes it was very difficult to
hear at all, with piano and bass over-
shadowing it during chord changes.

Montgomery took the guitar
from the background straight into the
spotlight, though still giving others
fair chanceto shine.

Montgomery took the
guitar fromthe
background straight
intothespotlight.

Instantly | latched on to his
music. His song “Four on Six,” as
played ontheliverecord Smokin’ at
the Half Note, showed me how agui-
tar actually can sound when in the
foreground.

Just as John Coltrane made his
own versions of songs, like
“Greensleeves’ and “My Favorite
Things,” Montgomery recorded ar-
rangements of jazz classics.

Onhis1959 al-
bum The Wes
Montgomery Trio, he
opens up with the
Thelonius Monk
classic*’Round Mid-
night.” Also on the
Half Note is arendi-
tion of Coltrane’s
“Impressions.”

Like any great
jazz musician, he
didn’t just take those
songs and re-record
them: he made them
his own.

Even though

ready for us yet, | think, but that
won't stop us, and yes, one day, we
will attack every single personinthe
world with our music.”

thesongshadalarge \yes)v ontgomery never used apick.

amount of guitar in
them, Montgomery wasn’'t a solo
hog.

In fact, each member of his
rhythm sections would take solos
during lots of songs, where jazz tra-
ditionally features mostly brass,
woodwinds, and pianos.

Guitarists will also find a par-
ticular fact about Montgomery
interesting: he never used apick. He
used histhumb, which had acornon
it, for plucking.

Montgomery, proving talent is
not necessarily shown through con-
ventional means, isconsidered to be

above most guitaristswho use picks.

Anybody interested in listen-
ing to Montgomery should pick up
The Incredible Jazz Guitar of Wes
Montgomery.

It isafantastic portrayal of his
music, featuring the studio version
of “Four on Six” as well as “West
Coast Blues,” the song likely to be
the most well known of
Montgomery’s own.

All guitaristslooking for adoor
to the jazz world will find the per-
fect fit with Montgomery and will
not be disappointed.

It al started two yearsago when
Custer was a freshman at WTHS.
After taking lessons with former
Suncho frontman, Michael Mazzeo,
he was ready to start a band.

Last year, Custer met Attack
and learned of his drumming
prowess.

“Hewaslooking for adrummer
for alongtime,” saysAttack, “I think
we just met at the right time and fit
well.”

“Wearean all out
attack on your senses,
all fiveof them.”

- John Custer ‘07

Next, MikeWilliams* 07, joined
the band as second guitarist, but left
the band in autumn of 2005.

“1 think | never realy fit well
with them,” says Williams.

Granato joined shortly after
Williams' departure.

“With Joeintheband... wejust
feel and sound a lot better,” says
Attack.

The SRS hasrecently recorded
a compact disk called Los Demos,
and are distributing it.

On this compact disk you can
find their hot track “ Saul the Whey”
among others.

“We'll be giving them out when
we play, as well asin school,” says
Custer.

The SRS played their first live
show together at a New Year's Eve
party.

“| think we played pretty good,
there were a few things that could
have been better,” says Custer.

Attack agrees, “New Year's
[Eve] was pretty good for our first
time out.”

Asof now, the SRSispracticing
their songs and coming up with new
material.

“The stuff we have now is
good,” says Granato, “but you
always want to keep it fresh with
new stuff, too. Soit’sgood that John
isalways scheming.”

The band is also looking into
playing more shows. They played a
spontaneous show at the 11 East
Café in Glassboro on February 3.

The Skeleton Rock Shock is
determined to “keep onrocking, and
continue shocking.”
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ofthall en, 0yS run to states

Mark Natale ‘06

One thing that often gets
overlooked concerning WTHS
athletics, is the fine reputation our
school hasfor itsfemal e sportsteams.

While football, boy’s
basketball, and baseball steal the
spotlight, it is often the female
counterparts that are perennially in
the top of South Jersey, making
playoff runs every year.

But even with the immense
success of girl’ssoccer, field hockey,
and lacrosse, there is one girls sport
that year in and year out dominates
the area. With the dawn of every
spring, Township fans can almost
always bet on a successful
Minutemaids softball team.

‘Maids have spent the majority of

PURIFIERWATER

Enhanced With Hiske 4”‘4\”‘9\

Roben Czyzewicz ' 06 / The Patriot

CaptainsSteph Lento ‘06 and Chelsea Winkel spect ‘06 haveled
This year is no different. The theMinutemaidsto oneof thebest seasonsin team history.

theyear ranked number linthestate, already clinched, Township now start is still abit of a surprise.

boasting a 16-1 record, and going
undefeated against New Jersey

gearsfor arun at the state title.
Going into the season the team

“Asateam, we knew we had a
lot of talent, but if someone would

competition. With aconferencetitle had high expectations, but the fast havetold usinthe beginning that we

L acrosse captures conference

Century-scorersL awson, M uracco pave path to states

Robert Czyzewicz ‘06

Coming into the season, the
2006 girl’s lacrosse team had huge
expectations. Being ateam with 12
seniors and an immense amount of
leadership, the goals were nothing
short of having one of the greatest
seasons in team history.

“We absolutely knew that we
had a strong team”, began Alex
McBride’06. “With all of thesenior
leadership, we expected to defend
conference and finish undefeated
with the conference”, she said.

The team did just that. They
currently sport a 17-1 record, as of
5/23 including the undefeated record
within their conference.

To win the Olympic
Conference is quite the
accomplishment, as it is one of the
most competitive, and it is the first
time in team history that the team
won conference back to back years.

Despite the success that the
team has achieved, the girls feel as
though they have a lot left to
accomplish.

“1 amvery proud of what we' ve
done so far, but we still want to get
asfar aswecanin states;, we have a
good chancetowin becausewearea
very talented team, but we still have
to beat Moorestown and Shawnee,
who are both very good”, said Co-
captain Nicole Muracco ' 06.

Theteam is led by its talented
12 seniors, including captains
Muracco, Ally Kenney '06, Katie
Lawson '06, and Jennie Hara ' 06.
They all do their best to act asrole
models and they try to lead by
example.

“All of the captains help
everyoneout”, said McBride. “The
constantly push everyone on the
team, whether they are seniors or
underclassmen. They redly try to
make us al better”.

Along with all of the collective
accomplishmentsthe team hasdone,
many of the players have enjoyed
some of the greatest individual
seasons of their careers, and have
reached many tremendous
milestones to put them with the
greatest company in Township
history.

Both Lawson and Muracco
have eclipsed the 100 goal mark for
their careers. Lawson was also
named the Courier Post Player of
the Week this season. |In addition,
Kenney isrecognized asavery solid
defensive stopper, and sheisaways
put against the opposition’s fastest
player.

The girls have used their
experiencethusfar to enjoy possibly
the greatest season in team history,
and they are looking to make
Township history when they
prepare to advance into the state
tournament.

would be number 1 in the state, we
would have been surprised,”
explained Senior Captain Chelsea
Winkel spect. Winkelspect is one of
the eight seniors that the team
considers its leaders. But members
of the class of '06 aren’t the only
ones contributing to this run.

Junior Alyssa Maisse has been
the ace pitcher thus far this season,
while Maria Finnegan has been the
starting catcher position. Jill
Mulderig and Katie Margiotta have
also been able to contribute this
season, their first on varsity.

Even with the mix of seniors
and underclassman, the team
chemistry does not suffer.

“Weall get along really well. If
you haveabig group of girl’ stogether
everyday, thereare bound to belittle
fights, but we all come back together
in the end,” explained senior first
baseman Steph Lento.

But even with all the strong
points of this team, arun to a state
titlewill not beeasy. Standing intheir
way will be arch rival Rancocas
Valley, who handed Township a
heartbreaking lossin the 18" inning
of the state semi finalslast year. The
‘Maids have already beaten
Rancocas this season.

The accomplishments so far
this year would be enough for most
teamsto call their season a success.
A conference championship and
several weeks spent ranked number
1 would have most teams feeling
satisfied. But the ‘Maids have
different ideas.

“Being ranked so highisn't too
surprising. But all the teams are
competitive once the playoffs start.
Our goal isto be ranked 1% on June
10" (the state championship game),”
explained head coach Tracey
Burkhart.

The coaching staff believesthat
this team has the heart and desire
that matchesthe 2002 Minutemaids,
the last team to win a state
championship.

With the talent and tradition
aready in place, only time will tell
if this season puts yet another year
on the Minutemaid softball banner.
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Senior trck stars set bar high

Brent Bartosiewicz’ 06

A little rain never stopped
anyoneand thegirlstrack teamisn’t
going to let it happen to them. The
slippery start can be washed away
becausethe girlsovercametheir slip
by working as ateam and shattering
records.

That’snot all; thereareadozen
seniors on this team that will give
anybody arun for their money.

The team opened their season
on April 1% with a hard earned
ranking of #4 in South Jersey. They
currently have arecord of 4-1inthe
Olympic American conference.

The slow start was due to
temporarily losing twelve seniorsto
the Senior Trip and the inclement
weather theteam faced. Despitethe
drawbacks, there was plenty of
optimism for the season.

“We'reoneof the best teamsin
South Jersey”, sayscoach of eighteen
years, Mr. Bruce Burdsall. Thusfar
this season they have won the West
Deptford Relays and for the tenth
consecutive year won the Gloucester
County Championship.

Theteam’sgoalsfor thisseason
include winning the State
Championship, South Jersey
Championship, and win the
conference. If there's a team that
will meet their goals they have
planned, it will be this team.

Let's not forget about the
record they have already shattered
this year, the shuttle hurdle and the
800 medley record was set.

A

. . Brent Bartosi_icz ‘06/The Patriot
Thesenior-led girls track team expectsto meet their goalsof

winning confer enceand statesthisseason.

“We have alot of balance and
depth. Someteamsarejust sprinters
or distance, we have sprinters and
runners’, says Burdsall.

Therearetwelve seniorson the
team that contribute to the balance
of theteam. Four of thetwelve have
been on theteam since freshman year
and are now captains, they are
AndreaMarch ‘06, DianaKirk ‘ 06,
Laura Cundey ‘06, and Maria

Boystrack: Worst tofirst

Mike Dougherty ‘06

Theboys' outdoor spring track
team is looking to put their past
behind them and make the 2006
season one to remember. The squad
isoff ontheright foot for achieving
this goal, with their first 4-0 start in
history.

They have since lost their first
meet against Cherokee and stand at
an impressive record of 4-1 as of
May 17.

Theteamislead by asolid staff
of captains including: Mark Natale
‘06, Steve Dunn ‘06, Brett Salmon
‘06, Bill Matthias ‘06, Rashari
Santos‘ 07, and Mike Salera‘06. The
team is also led by their coaches:
Richard Bostwick, Dale Beibel,
Kevin Hanrahan, Chris Mitchell,
and Conrad Haber.

The team is excited about the
fast start, especially since their last
three years have combined for a
record of: 1-14, a span in which
they never won a relay or a
championship meet.

The team does not see such a
winless streak continuing because as
one player put it, this is “going to
be aturn around year.”

There are alot of reasons why
the squad thinks that this year is
going to bedifferent.

The number one reason is that
for the first time, the team is a
complete team, instead of the past
where the team was mostly made
up of distance runners.

Dunn said, “With a lot more
football playerscoming out, it helps
us with sprints and jumps.”

Another reason that the team
is more complete is the turnout for
the squad's tryouts was a lot more
than yearsin the past, with estimates
of 75 to 80. The team would agree
that the new track definitely helped
in the turnout.

One more reason that the team
is having so much success is their
work ethic. The team runs close to
345 days ayear.

“Running is unlike any other
sport, because you get exactly what

you put into it”, said Co-captain
Natale. “Plus the best part is that
there aren’t palitics,” he added.

This work effort is collective
throughout the team, including the
freshman. Some freshmen that have
made adifference thisyear include:
Xavier Fraction, Tim Carey, and
Nick Krause.

“We are agood team because of
a better team attitude, with a strong
senior backbone combined with a
good mix of underclassmen,” added
Dunn.

Dunn also recognized Cherokee
and Pennsauken astheteam’srivals.
Pennsauken won conference last
season, a primary goal of the squad
this year. Along with winning
conference and county, the team
hopes to win the South Jersey
sectionals.

With hopes of achieving their
goals, this senior class of runnersis
hoping to leave their mark, and let
the talented group of underclassmen
continue to post good records and
win titles.

Fasolino ‘06. The other four
captains are Brittany Moore ‘06,
Daisy Amato ‘06, Sabrei Marriot
‘06, and Jacqueline Dim * 08.

Every one of these captains
bring leadership to their team, and
since most of them have been around
for eight seasons, (four indoor, four
outdoor), they are role models for
the younger girls.

Speaking of leadership, three of
theteam’s hot shotswill be attending
division one colleges on partial
academic and track scholarships.
March will be attending Duke
University majoring in biology and
sportsmedicine; Cundey isgoing to
Bucknell University to study
engineering, and Fasolino will attend
Princeton University and major in
biology.

Losing twelve seniors to
graduation will be costly to the team
but they are going to have to,
“Reload for next year”, says Coach
Burdsall. Coming up next year will
be Erin Elliot, Dim, Kate Polson, and
Shannon McArthur.

“We're till going to be a real
good team,” says Coach Burdsall.

a A\

Senior
Year book
Dance
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Boystennis hasbest season in school history

Robert Czyzewicz’ 06

The boys' tennis team, led by
second year coach Mr. Rich
Flemming, cameinto this season off
of a.500 record | ast year.

The team was looking to
improve dramatically over last
season’s mark, and so far, they have
done just that.

Theteam is currently sporting a
12-6 record, due largely to theteam'’s
youth, energy, and enthusiasm.

“The team is very young, and
all of the underclassmen seem to be
more dedicated than in years past”,
said Will Haight ' 06, the team’s
Captain. “Themost important thing
isthat theyoung playersarewinning
matches that they should win.

Their emergence has really
helped us to grow as a team”, he
said.

Haight is another huge reason
that the team is having such a
successful season.

Asof May 23, the veteran has

anindividual record of 29-3, amark
that includes being crowned the
Olympic Conference Champion for
thefirst timein hiscareer and named
All Group IV for the fourth straight
year. In addition, he will likely be
named All South Jersey for thethird
straight year.

Haight iscurrently 3winsaway
from 100 for hiscareer, and hewould
be the first tennis player in
Township history to reach the
century mark.

The young players look up to
themore experienced membersof the
team. Along with Haight, the other
seniors are Drew Vitola and Justin
Huckel, along with Junior Varsity
members Paul Fernandez, Chris
Bryan, and Ryan Mancuso.

“We try to show the younger
players the important things about
the game that we know and
hopefully, they will take the advice
we give them, and the experiences
that they have to improve as
players’, said Haight.

The expectations for this
season are many and varied. In
addition to finishing with awinning
record, the team wants to win at
least one round in the State Team
Tournament, something the team
hasn’t accomplished in more than
four years.

In addition, they are simply
trying to gain valuable experience,
and learn what it’slike to get clutch
wins in important matches.

“So far, we've beaten who
we're supposed to beat, and we've
lost to who we were supposed to
lose to. We have to improve on
winning close matches and maybe
stealing matches that we're not
expected to win”, said Fernandez.

The teammates try to keep the
practicesrelaxed to keep the pressure
off and to stay comfortable when
Situations may get tough.

“A relaxed atmosphere makes
it alot easier to improve than if
playing felt like we were going to
work everyday. It makesthe entire

team look forward to being at
practice and at the matches, and
makes everybody want to get
better”, said Haight.

The team is third in the
conference, behind Cherry Hill East
and Eastern, and have advanced to
the semi-finals of the state team
tournament, exceeding expectations.
He says that both East and Eastern
are more experienced, but
Township’s likely third place finish
doesn’'t mean the seasonisafailure.

Their finish with a winning
record makes for a successful year,
and though theteam islosing Haight,
one of the greatest players in
Township history, they have a lot
to look forward to next season.

Corey Eldridge ‘08 will move
intotheNo. 1 spot next year, and Chris
Penza’ 08 will take the No. 2 spot.

After those two sophomores,
the team is currently well stocked
on young players, who will look to
continue and improve upon the
team’s winning ways.

D’Imperiolooks toward next level

Brent Bartosiewicz‘ 06

Undeniably one of the greatest
athletes to ever walk the halls of
W.T. is Ryan D’ Imperio 06’.

D’ Imperio has been voted most
athletic for the class of 2006. The
difference that sets him apart from
therest is his strong work ethic and
ability to play more than one
position in both football and
baseball.

Not expecting to win the title
of most athletic, D’ Imperio was
surprised to hear the good news.

“It's something that | look
forward to after working hard all
these years’, says D’ Imperio.

Although the football team
didn’t perform as well as expected,
keep in mind, they made it through
two of the toughest seasons.

D’ Imperio maintained hislevel
of intensity this season capturing
First Team All South Jersey, First
TeamAll Conferencefor Linebacker,
and First All Group Four running
back.

Thismuch successin one sport
isfew and far between, but for two

scholar ship.
sports, unheard of.

The athleticism of D’Imperio
carriessuit for baseball.

Emerging asone of the premier
ball players, heisamong the best in
both worlds.

“First off his natural talent
combined with his speed and power,
but al'so, hiswill to excel and win”,

RyanD’l mper|0W|II beattending rutgersUnlversty onafootball

eather Ale '06/The Patriot

says Varsity Baseball Assistant
Coach Dave Casey, is what setsin
apart from the rest in this sport.

D’ Imperio’sperformance at the
catcher position has assisted the
team to two Olympic
Championshipsaswell asindividual
recognition of First Team All
Conference for catcher and Second

Team All South Jersey.

Asasenior member of theteam,
D’'Imperio looks forward to
maintaining the team’s success.

Looking back at the past four
yearsof high school, D’ Imperio says
his best moments were with his
teammates and friends.

His biggest change throughout
high school has been his increased
strength mentally, physically, and
level of maturity.

As these final weeks of high
school arewinding down, D’ Imperio
is planning to attend Rutgers State
University of New Jersey on afull
ride for football.

At Rutgers he will be majoring
in Algebra and playing football for
the Scarlet Knights.

D’'Imperio’s future goals
include, winning a bowl game,
completing college, and to get drafted
into the NFL.

Based on experience, a little
advice to the underclassmen:

“Stay in school, work hard
early in the season and it will pay
off, and listen to your teachers’, says
D’ Imperio.
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Timefor Philsto move Abreu

Mike Dougherty ‘06

The time has come for the
Philadelphia Phillies to get serious
about making the step from a team
that contends for a wild card and
comes up short to a team that can
truly contend for a championship.

The way for this all-time most
losing franchisein all of professional
sports (one championship and over
9800 losses in over 120 years) isto
acquire depth at the most important
position in baseball: pitcher.

The best way to get the best
pitcher available is to trade their
most productive player, Bobby
Abreu.

I know what you are thinking
as you look up underneath the
headline, isn't this the same writer
that argued that Peyton Manning,
multiple MVP winner, is overrated
and the same guy that demanded that
arguably the most beloved 76er of
all-time, Allen lverson should be
traded. It may seem that | am a
typical bitter sports fan, but this
trade makes sense. Trade Abreu for
anumber one pitcher, the name that

comes to mind is Barry Zito from
Oakland.

Zito a pitcher with a good
curve ball who has a respectable
career ERA of 3.53, would beagood
fit here because he gets alot ground
balls, important in a ballpark where
a simple fly ball can turn into a
souvenir for alucky fan.

It is obvious that this baseball
team needs starting pitching; because
itisevident that 0-4 and 8 run ERA
current number one starter is not
going to cut it. But if Zito was
acquired it would improve the
rotation a lot because instead of a
number one Lieber slidesdown to a
decent number two.

If the trade went through the
team wouldn’t need to get another
right fielder inreturn. David Dellucci
will fill this void. He is a very
serviceable outfielder whoiscoming
off onethe best seasonsin hiscareer.

I am not saying that Bobby
Abreu isn’t a good player because
heis; itisjust that his number have
atendency to“lie.” His.411 on base
percentageisnice but, itisdueto a
lot of good hitting in meaningless

Bobby Abreu may haveworn out hiswelcomein Philadelphia.

parts of the game.

Most true Phillies fans are
familiar with the times in the 8" or
9" inning where Abreu only needing
asingle or even just a sacrifice fly,
when he proceeds to strikeout.

Another positive of trading
Abreu now is that he is currently at
hishighest trade val uethat hewill ever
be at. Coming off a good year teams
will be more willing to give up abig

name. Another good thing is that
trading Abreu might let you package
in acontract that is no longer needed
perhaps a David Bell or a Mike
Lieberthal.

Pitchingiswhat winsin baseball
and especidly in the playoffs. The
Phillies have enough bats to make
up for Abreu’s offense, at the same
timeyou are also getting rid of alot
of strikeouts.

Despite great playoff LeBron not yet MJ

Robert Czyzewicz ‘' 06

Being aninfamous‘ Witness' to
LeBron James is truly a spectacle.
There is not a person who can
honestly say that they believed in
al of the hype that James carried
with him as ahigh school senior.

Fans got the opportunity to be
dazzled by James' uncanny ability
to adjust to the NBA gamein such a
short time. Now, in his third year,
James has led the Cavaliers to the
playoffs for the first time since
1998, and asaresult, hehasgarnered
comparisonsto Michael Jordan from
themedia.

Not only is comparing James
to MJ unfair to LeBron, it also
slights everything that Michael
accomplished that early in his career.

Whilethereareafew similarities
between the two, James has not done
anything to prove that he has
surpassed Michael Jordan. They
both won their first playoff series
in their third year in the league, but
Jordan went there first, as he led the

Bulls to the playoffs in his rookie
season, something James couldn’t do.

Now, | can sense that many
readers are thinking that Jordan had
Scottie Pippen. Well, this was in
1984-1988; before Pippen became a
good player (he averaged only 7.8
points per game in '88). In fact,
Jordan averaged 35.0 ppg that season
and his second leading scorer was
Sam Vincent at 13.0 ppg.

James had more help, running

LeBron’sstatsdon’t compareto Jordan’sthisearlyin hiscareer.

with an accomplished 20 ppg scorer
in Larry Hughes, not to mention a
former All Star big man Zydrunas
Illgauskas, and other solid players
like Donyell Marshall.

Both playersran into a bigger,
stronger, faster, meaner team in the
playoffs in their third years.
Ironically, both times it was the
Detroit Pistons. In’88, the Pistons
had the third best defense in the
league, with such players as Bill

Lambeer and Isiah Thomas. 1n 2006,
the Pistons hold the best team
defense with anchor Ben Wallace
patrolling the center of the court.

In terms of numbers, Jordan
clearly hasthe upper hand on James
in terms of scoring. MJ averaged
37.1 paints, 5.2 rebounds, and almost
5 assists per game, whereas LeBron
averaged 31.4 points, 7 rebounds,
and 6.6 assists.

Both James and Jordan stepped
up their gamesin the playoffs, doing
everything in their power to make
those around him better. Interms of
progression, James is not half the
defender that Jordan was. Jordan
was a multi-time NBA defensive
player of the year, whereas James
must better himself defensively to
be considered an elite player.

By the time he retires, we may
be discussing James as the best
player of al time. But at the current
time, it's not fair to put the pressure
of the name of Michael Jordan on
him. Besides, six championshiprings
arealot tolive up to.
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The SportsAuthoritiesby Robert Czyzewicz * 06 and Mike Dougherty ‘ 06

Wheredoes Bondsrank among the greats?

Welcome back to The Sports Authorities. Barry Bonds is very quickly
moving up the list of al time home run hitters. That got us to thinking
about where he sitsin the best players of our generation. This month, we
will hold afantasy draft. Both Rob Czyzewicz and Mike Dougherty will
field teams with al 9 positions, 1 DH, and 1 closer from the years 1980-
2006. The steroid controversieswill not apply, because we would have to
speculate who isand isn’t on steroids. Let the debating begin.

(Rob Czyzewicz won the right to have the first pick)
1. RC -SP Roger Clemens— The 7.RC-3B Cal Ripken, Jr.—Ripken

most dominant right handed
pitcher since 1980, Clemenshas
341 wins and ranks second all
timewith 4502 strikeouts. And
despite 43, he may have just
had his best season last year
finishing 13-8 with acareer best
1.87 ERA.

hit 430 + homers in his career
togoaongwith 3184 hitsin 21
HOF seasons. Heis a 2-time
AL MVP, 2-time Gold Glove
winner, and made 19
consecutivedl star gameswhile
breaking the record for
consecutive games played.

2. MD- LF Barry Bonds- 7time 8 MD — CF Rickey Henderson -

MVP; no one else has more
than 3, he is the only player
with 500 steal s combined with
500 homers; no one else has
400/400. He also holdsrecords
for walks and on base
percentage. He has 8 Gold
Gloves, and will go down as
best player in our generation.

3.RC-CFKen Griffey, Jr.—Inthe
1990s, Griffey was the most
feared hitter in the Major
L eagues—more so than Bonds.
With his sweet swing, he has
compiled more than 530
homers and over 2300 hits in
17 seasons. If healthy, he could
have passed Hank Aaron onthe
all time home run list. Not to
mention he is one of the best
defensiveoutfieldersof all time,
winning 10 straight gold gloves
from 1990-1999.

4. MD - 3B Mike Schmidt - Best
3 basemen of all time. Great
defensive player (10 Gold
Gloves), and great hitter (Led
leaguein homers 8 timesalong
with 548 career homers.) Won
3 MVPs.

5. RC - RF Sammy Sosa -The
numbers still have to speak for
themselves. Slammin’ Sammy
has passed Frank Robinson for
fifth on the all time home run
list with 588, and won the 1998
MVP award.

6. MD — SS Alex Rodriguez -
Arguably the most talented
playerinthegameright now. Has
won MVPs, great defensively
with alot of power. He hastoo
much talent to pass up.

Best lead off hitter to ever play.
Has more stolen bases than
some franchises. First in runs
scored and secondinwalks. Set

\15 7 \

record for stolen bases before Despiteall of thesteroid controversies, Bondsstill warrantsa
first round pick in our fantasy dr aft.

he was 30 years old.

9. RC - 2B Joe Morgan — One of

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

the best al around players of
all time. For hiscareer, Morgan
finished with 2500 hits, nearly
700 stolen bases, 2 MVP
awards, 5 gold gloves, and a
respectable 268 homerunsfrom
a non-power position.
MD — SP Nolan Ryan- | will
just stop at 7 no hitters and
5714 strikeouts.
RC -1B Pete Rose — There's
nothing much to say about the
greatest hitter of all time,
compiling all of 4256 hitswith
acareer .303 batting average.
MD - C Ivan Rodriguez -
Maybe behind Piazzain hitting,
but not by far, with a career
batting average .304. Arguably
the best defensive catcher, he
calsagreat gamefor hispitcher.
11 Gold Gloves, and one of the
few catchersto win an MVP.
RC - C Mike Piazza - Though
he's not particularly good
defensively, heiseasily the best
offensive player at hisposition
of al time (400 homers); will
be asure-fire Hall of Famer.
MD - 2B Craig Biggio- Great
sleeper pick. Hasled theleague
in runs 4 times, is quickly
approaching 3,000 hits, has
over 400 steals combined with
4 gold gloves and 7 all star
gamesincluding oneasacatcher.

15. RC - SS Ozzie Smith - The

Wizard of Oz was just as his
nickname suggested. Smithwas
making defensive plays that
most others can’t even dream
of making. The Wizard won
13 consecutivegold gloves, and
served as an adequate hitter for
his 21 seasons.

16. MD — DH Edgar Martinez -

The Cy Young of designated
hitters, sincethe award for itis
named after him. Martinez had
a.312 batting average, mixedin
with 2 batting titles and 1261
RBIs. The greatest DH of all
time.

17. RC - RF Tony Gwynn - One of

18.

the best pure hitters of all time,
hefinished with acareer average
of .338, being first player since
Ty Cobb to finish each season
in his career with a .300 or
better average. Heretired with
over 3100 hits, and he was the
player to come closest to a.400
season since Ted Williams
when he batted .394 in 1994.
Andif hisoffenseisn’t enough,
he won five Gold Gloves.

MD- CP Mariano Rivera -
Referred to as the greatest post
season pitcher of al time, he
sports a postseason ERA of
0.81. He also went a 34 1/3
consecutive scorelessinningsin
the post season, and was ahuge

part of 4 World Serieswinners.

19. RC - CP Dennis Eckerdley -
‘Eck’ is most known for being
the first great closer. He is
ranked 4th on theall time saves
list, but hewas acloser for just
the second half of his career.

20. MD - 1B Mark McGwire- 583
career homerunsincluding 70in
oneyear. He doesn't do much
else but that, but that is al |
need from my 1% baseman.

21. RC - DH Paul Molitor - The
definition of a solid player.
Maybe heflew under theradar,
but he finished with a .306
career average and more than
3300 hits, not to mention amore
than respectable 504 steals in
his HOF career.

22. MD — RF Albert Pujols- Only
Major League player to ever hit
30 homerunsin hisfirst 5years.
With acareer batting average of
.332, we will be talking about
him in 10 years as the best
hitter/player of all time.

Honorable Mentions - C Carlton
Fisk, OF Reggie Jackson, 1B Frank
Thomas, DH Jose Canseco, DH/1B
Jim Thome, SS Derek Jeter, DH/1B
Rafael Palmeiro, OF Kirby Puckett,
2B Roberto Alomar, 3B George
Brett, SP Greg Maddux, 2B Ryne
Sandberg, 3B Wade Boggs, OF
Manny Ramirez, CP Lee Smith
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